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BILATERAL RELATIONS 
 
Switzerland–China: Political Dialogue to Strengthen Sustainable Relations
Published by admin.ch, November 9th, 2020
State Secretary Krystyna Marty met with China's Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Qin Gang for political dialogue on
November 9th, 2020. The meeting took place by videoconference, owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to the
current epidemiological situation, the talks focused on economic relations between the two countries and the human
rights situation in China. The discussions illustrate the continuity of the good relations between Switzerland and China.
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic underscores the importance of international cooperation, at the bilateral as well as the
multilateral level. Global problems can only be solved globally. In their discussion, Ms. Marty and Mr. Qin acknowledged
the mutual support and solidarity of their two countries in the fight against the coronavirus, and raised the matter of the
new concept for testing travellers to China. Both sides emphasised that potential negative effects on the business
activities of Swiss companies in China should be kept to a minimum.
 
Notice on Online Application of Health Declaration Code for Foreign Passengers Bound for China
Published by china-embassy.org, November 9th, 2020
Starting from November 10th, 2020, all foreign passengers who are taking direct flights from Switzerland to China will
apply for the Health Declaration Code online. Foreign passengers shall log on the website https://hrhk.cs.mfa.gov.cn/H5/
via computers or smart phones, fill in the information and upload their certificates of both negative nucleic acid test and
IgM anti-body test results. After reviewing the online application, the Chinese Embassy in Switzerland and the Chinese
Consulate General in Zurich will process the applications respectively based on the consular district of the testing place
and then issue to the qualified applicants their Health Declaration Codes, which will be displayed in green QR code with
the "HDC" mark, on the website. Before boarding, the airline will check the Health Declaration Code, which can be
presented on the smart phone or as a printed document. The Chinese Embassy in Switzerland and the Chinese
Consulate General in Zurich will no longer accept the e-mail applications for the Health Declaration Form, starting from
November 10th,2020.

BUSINESS NEWS 
 
Firmenich Launches World's First AI-Augmented Laundry Care Fragrances
Published by prnewswire.co.uk, November 12th, 2020
Firmenich, the world's largest privately owned fragrance and taste company, has introduced the industry's first laundry
care fragrances that fuse Artificial Intelligence (AI) with human creativity. Presented at a customer Sensorium™ in
Hangzhou, China during the China Cleaning Industry Association (CCIA) conference, the AI-augmented perfumer
fragrances deliver breakthrough innovation for a wide range of laundry opportunities, including liquid detergents, fabric
sprays and powder detergents. "Firmenich is reinventing Fragrance design," said Ilaria Resta, President, Global
Perfumery said: "AI is now systematically empowering our perfumers to achieve their very best creations by identifying
potential solutions across a complex combination of parameters, including olfaction, format, dosage, safety and
sustainability." "Firmenich is using AI in augmented creation, prediction and optimization to provide bespoke sensorial
experiences faster and more efficiently than ever before," said Odile Pelissier, Senior Vice President, Creation &
Development, Global Perfumery.
 
Swiss Companies Out in Force at CIIE
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, November 9th, 2020
Around 50 Swiss multinational corporations, including engineering company ABB, pharmaceutical firm Novartis, food
and beverage giant Nestle, inspection group SGS as well as small and medium-sized enterprises are participating in the
ongoing China International Import Expo in Shanghai from November 5th to 10th. The companies have displayed a slew
of sustainable and innovative solutions such as fast charging stations for electric vehicles, environmentally friendly
packaging and robot nurses using artificial intelligence and automation. "I think the CIIE is the perfect platform for
constructive business dialogues with our potential partners. We decided on the idea of setting up a metering laboratory
with Zhoushan Free Trade Zone when their leaders visited our booth in the previous expo. The laboratory has since
come to fruition," said Frankie Ng, CEO of SGS Group. Dan Brindle, President of Novartis Group, said, "We view the
CIIE as an opportunity to connect with stakeholders here to collectively contribute to improving the business
environment, help facilitate international exchange and further drive global trade." Novartis is showcasing innovative
medicines, breakthrough cell and gene therapies, and a pipeline of products that it plans to bring to China in the near
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future. On November 6th, the Swiss Consulate General in Shanghai organized a Sino-Swiss business reception to
celebrate with the business community the 70th anniversary of bilateral relations.
 
Farfetch Secures USD 1.1 Billion Backing from Alibaba and Richemont
Published by ft.com, November 6th, 2020
Online fashion retailer Farfetch has clinched USD 1.1 billion in investment from Chinese tech giant Alibaba and Swiss
watch and jewellery group Richemont, which it will use to expand in the fast-growing luxury goods market in China. As
part of the partnership, Farfetch will help fashion and upmarket brands launch their own online stores on Alibaba’s
Tmall Luxury Pavilion and Tmall Global. Those two platforms already attract millions of Chinese shoppers, and luxury
brands like how they give them control over everything from pricing to the look and feel of the online stores. That three
erstwhile rivals in luxury ecommerce have agreed to work together is a sign that the pandemic is accelerating the shift of
the industry’s centre of gravity to Asia and making digital selling much more important. Brands are experimenting with
ways to attract younger, more tech-savvy customers, especially in China, who want to be able to shop on their
smartphones, not just in lavish stores.
 
Coronavirus Effect Helps Swiss Soap Brand Target China
Published by swissinfo.ch, November 5th, 2020
Threatened several times with extinction, Switzerland’s oldest soap manufacturer is enjoying a new lease of life thanks to
the importance of handwashing in 2020. The company’s owner, a businessman from Hong Kong, is now planning to tap
into the Asian market. Founded in 1929 by Gotthilf Mettler, who created the first glycerine soap in Switzerland, the
Mettler factory still occupies its original premises located on the valley’s main road which runs through the small village of
Hornussen. The managers of Sodecos are confident that the strong increase in demand in recent months will continue
over the medium term. With a relatively expensive product (CHF7.80 for 100g of glycerine soap), the company is not
aiming to fill the shelves of mass distributers. Rather it plans to create a niche in European pharmacies and drugstores,
while developing online sales in parallel. Next destination: China, where Sodecos already has a sales partner and is
currently developing its marketing plan for a major campaign planned for 2021. “We see the biggest potential for growth
in this market. In Europe, it is more complicated, because France and Italy are already well established as the two
countries producing high quality soaps,” comments Piech.

CULTURE & SOCIETY
 
Roger Federer Admits His “Biggest Hobby” is Being a Father and Husband
Published by essentiallysports.com, November 2nd, 2020
Roger Federer has been missing from the tennis circuit since the Australian Open 2020 in January. The lockdown
coinciding along with his arthroscopic surgery on his right knee brought down the curtain on the rest of his season.
Recently, the Swiss maestro gave an interview to Chinese Tmall to introduce help them introduce a special edition for
the “Double11” shopping event. During this interview, Roger was asked about his hobbies. Federer has become the face
of another brand called “On”. Roger is not only going to be the face of the brand but also design shoes. They have
already launched an edition called “The Roger”. Federer said, “We just really hit it off, we had a good chat, a good feeling
and I said let’s start producing stuff… Because maybe nothing comes out of it and then I am happy a Swiss brand ‘On’ is
going to be successful with my input and if they don’t need it or want it, that’s okay too.” The maestro is certainly excited
about his new association and is keen on it. He has followed ‘On’ thoroughly, as it’s another Swiss company. He
certainly seems optimistic about this new venture and feels it is the right time in his career to form such a partnership.

GENERAL INTEREST
 
Exploring the Peculiarity of Swiss Art
Published by shine.cn, November 6th, 2020
An art exhibition at the Modern Art Base casts an eye over the complexity and diversity of contemporary photographic art
in Switzerland. Entitled “Between Mountains, Hills and Lakes,” the exhibit features photos and artworks by seven leading
Swiss artists, along with two Chinese photographers who had a three-month art residency in Switzerland. The whole
exhibition is divided into three parts: the Observation of Ecological Protection in Switzerland; Envision of Future and
Technology; and a Dialogue Between the Country’s History and Culture and its Current State. “I hope that through the
exhibition people get to see a different Switzerland, similar to the stunning landscape often seen in advertisements, yet
with all its peculiarity,” said the exhibition’s curator He Yining. The images of snow-capped mountains and lakes are on
display repetitively in a chronological order, from past to present and future. “Also, I’d like to showcase the ecology of
photographic art in Switzerland and its education on that art form, which put it on the map,” the curator added. He
revealed that most of the artists share a common feature, with strict technique training, meticulously logical construction
of interdisciplinary framework and precise expression in photographic language.
 
The Montreux Jazz Festival Travels to China
Published by montreuxjazzfestival.com, October 29th, 2020
The first edition of the Montreux Jazz Festival China will take place in Hangzhou, in the province of Zhejiang, from
October 5th to 8th 2021. This new Festival licence will offer an eclectic programme on the theme “When West Meets
East”, combining Chinese and Asian music and of course jazz, which has been enjoying a new lease of life in the country
in recent years. This new partnership pursues the Montreux Jazz Festival’s desire to forge links with other continents and
to mix different musical cultures. Hangzhou shares many similarities with the original Festival venue. A lakeside town
and tourist destination, it is situated on the shores of the West Lake, a UNESCO World Heritage site, as are the Lavaux
vineyards and the audiovisual archives of the Montreux Jazz Festival. The balance between heritage and innovation is
also at the heart of the values shared by the Festival and Hangzhou. The city combines a thousand-year-old culture with
meteoric digital development, home to many companies engaged in digital transformation.

INDUSTRIES

ENGINEERING / MANUFACTURING

Shanghai's Pudong New Area Set to Grow High-Tech Sector
Published by cgtn.com, November 12th, 2020
The robot is little, weighing just 25 kilograms, but it has a memorable name – the Chinese Dragon. The device is Swiss
manufacturer ABB's first product fully developed in China since the establishment of its robot R&D center in Shanghai's
Pudong New Area. The company has so far invested more than USD 2.4 billion in China. "China has become the world's
largest robot market, and we believe the development is gathering speed, so there will be a larger growth space. And our
business covers other Asian countries, so we need the new factory to meet future demand," said Liang Rui, head of
robotics division China, ABB. Liang said the company moved production lines and technologies from Europe in 2005, but
"things were hard at first" as the Chinese market was not that big at the time. "But things started to turn around in 2013.
Now, almost all our management staff and R&D personnel are local people. All our digital manufacturing technologies
are now developed in China, and our production capacity is far larger than in other ABB factories."  ABB is opening a
new factory next year. Designed to produce 100,000 industrial and service robots a year – about a quarter of the world's
total production capacity in 2019 – the plant will serve the Chinese market and overseas buyers.
 
At CIIE, Roche Commits to China's Health
Published by shine.cn, November 5th, 2020
Global biotech giant Roche is attending the China International Import Expo for the third consecutive year, bringing
innovative products, diagnostic and treatment solutions covering the entire life cycle to the fair as clear demonstrations to
fulfill its Healthy China commitment. Through the latest suite of medical offerings, an industry-leading patient protection
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system and a patient-centric health-care ecosystem, Roche pledged to “expand in scale, innovativeness and vibrancy” in
a bid to substantially improve the wellbeing of the Chinese people. “As a window to showcase China’s opening-up to the
world, the CIIE provides an excellent platform for Roche to showcase our innovative drugs and our achievements in
fighting the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Hong Chow, CEO of Roche Pharma China. “Roche is committed to leveraging
our innovation and expertise to meet the more diverse needs of Chinese people, and contributing to the Healthy China
2030 Initiative.” As a third-time participant, the Switzerland-based company is always confident in the success of the
CIIE, especially in a year when China and Switzerland celebrate the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
ties. Roche looks forward to benefiting Chinese patients via world-leading innovative drugs, diagnostic and treatment
solutions that are set to be debuted or displayed through the mega event.
 
Interview: Swiss Logistics Group Optimistic About Chinese Economy, Says CEO
Published by china.org.cn, November 3rd, 2020
Swiss freight forwarder Kuehne+Nagel International is optimistic about China's economic recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic, its CEO Detlef Trefzger said, adding that the upcoming China International Import Expo (CIIE) would boost
the country's domestic consumption and international trade. In a turbulent 2020, China is expected to be a major
economy in the world that will record positive growth, Trefzger told Xinhua in a recent interview. "It provides hope and
also a reference to the rest of the world (on) how to recover and manage this pandemic. The third quarter GDP recorded
another strong recovery. The market expectation is that the momentum will continue into the fourth quarter and 2021,"
the CEO noted. China's economy grew by 4.9% in the third quarter compared with a year earlier, up from a 3.2% growth
recorded in the second quarter. "Being part of the continuous China growth story is an important part of our global and
Asia Pacific strategy," Trefzger said.

BANK / FINANCE / INSURANCE

Interview: Reinsurer Swiss Re Optimistic About Market Growth in China
Published by china.org.cn, November 5th, 2020
Swiss reinsurer Swiss Re has said China will underpin the insurance market's comeback from the COVID-19 pandemic
and vows to help introduce "innovated by China" to the global stage. "As China grows and its middle class expands, the
insurance market will grow. China will lead global growth again in a pandemic year for world markets, and it is poised to
lead growth in 2021," John Chen, president of Swiss Re China, told Xinhua in a recent interview. "The medium- and
long-term outlooks are good and recovery is on the way. Macro data like China's PMI for October and the third-quarter
GDP growth also show expansion and this is positive news." According to the data released by the National Bureau of
Statistics of China, China's economy expanded by 4.9% year-on-year in the third quarter (Q3), faster than the 3.2%
growth in Q2. "Thanks to the favorable business environment, one of our priorities has been innovation," Chen said.
"Our approach here is to build up sustainable partnership with Chinese partners and clients, to enable more innovation
from China, and for China, and to help introduce 'innovated by China' to the global stage." "The Swiss Re Institute has
also said China is expected to be the world's largest insurance market by the mid-2030s, and we are fully committed to
China in every sense of the word," said Chen.
 
Swiss Private Bank Julius Baer Plans Wealth Management Joint Venture in China
Published by business-standard.com, October 30th, 2020
Swiss private bank Julius Baer Gruppe AG plans to set up business in China in partnership with a local financial firm as
part of its strategy to boost growth in Asia, people with direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters. Julius Baer aims to
establish a majority-owned joint venture to tap the rapidly growing wealth in the world’s second-largest economy and has
started looking for a partner, said the people. The plan comes as China, the world’s second-largest country by number of
billionaires, has been rapidly opening up its financial sector for bigger foreign participation. If successful, Julius Baer will
be the first major private bank to set up a wealth management joint venture in China. Its plan to establish onshore
presence is reported here for the first time. Booming stock markets and a flurry of new listings have created five new
dollar billionaires in China each week for the past year, according to the Hurun China Rich List 2020 released earlier
October.

HOSPITALITY / TOURISM / RETAILS

Interview: Swiss Food Giant Nestlé to Continue Actively Investing in Chinese Market
Published by xinhuanet.com, October 29th, 2020
Nestlé, one of the world's largest food and beverage companies, will continue to actively invest in the Chinese market
despite challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic, and hopes that the China International Import Expo (CIIE)
starting next week could "drive a new tide of consumption". "CIIE signals that China is further opening up its domestic
market... It shows China's determination to drive a new tide of consumption," Bernie Stefan, Nestlé's vice president for
the Regional Management Zone Asia, Oceania, and Africa, told Xinhua in an interview. The CIIE is a trade fair held
annually since 2018 and will take place for the third time in Shanghai in early November. It serves as a platform for
foreign companies to expand their business into China and aims to support trade liberalization and economic
globalization. China is Nestlé's second-largest market in the world, where it operates 28 factories, four innovation
centers, three R&D centers and employs more than 36,000 staff, according to the company. "Despite the significant
challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chinese economy has shown a high degree of resilience and
has been leading the global economic recovery," Stefan said.
 
LEGAL / TAX / CONSULTING / SERVICES

Economic Recovery & CIIE: Swiss Companies in China Feel the Upturn
Published by swisscenters.org, November 3rd, 2020
As China announced a 4.9% year-on-year growth of its economy in the third quarter 2020, UBS and the International
Monetary Fund respectively expect a Chinese GDP growth of 7.5% and 8.2% in 2021. Swiss enterprises on the ground
report a return to normal and a growing market demand. “For our member companies, the Chinese market will increase
in importance even further because of the swift economic recovery compared to the rest of the world,” reports Swiss
Centers China. While big events are still unthinkable in Europe, China will hold the third China International Imports
Expo CIIE from November 5th-10th in Shanghai. More than 40 Swiss companies participate. Swiss Centers China
organizes two Swiss Booths for SMEs and member companies in the Food & Agriculture and Consumer product sectors.
 
China Finalized its New Regulatory Framework for Cosmetics
Published by s-ge.com, October 29th, 2020
According to the data from China’s National Bureau of Statistics, the total retail sales of cosmetics in China reached CNY
299.2 billion (USD 42.6 billion) in 2019, a year-on-year growth of almost 13%, which indicated a fourfold increase since
2009. Meanwhile, the Swiss cosmetics industry exported in the value of over CHF260 million to China in 2019 with an
increase of 23.8% year-on-year according to the data released by Swiss Customs. China’s finalized new Cosmetics
Supervision and Administration Regulation (in Short: CSAR) will take effect on January 1st, 2021. The CSAR can be
regarded as the " responsibilities of cosmetic license holders to ensure product safety and quality fundamental law" of
the cosmetics industry in China. It introduces a risk-based approach to regulate cosmetic products, emphasizes
compliance throughout the entire product life cycle, and increases responsibilities of cosmetic license holders to ensure
product safety and quality. In June 2020, the Chinese State Council released the long-awaited new cosmetics regulatory
framework – Cosmetics Supervision and Administration Regulation (hereinafter referred to as CSAR). The CSAR,
coming into force on January 1st, 2021, will replace the existing Cosmetics Hygiene Supervision Regulations of 1989, as
last amended in 2019.

Looking for more news? Go to SwissCham’s Website.

http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2020-11/03/content_76872643.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2020-11/05/content_76880262.htm
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/swiss-pvt-bank-julius-baer-plans-wealth-management-joint-venture-in-china-120103001629_1.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-10/29/c_139476828.htm
http://swisscenters.org/economic-recovery-ciie-swiss-companies-in-china-feel-the-upturn/
https://www.s-ge.com/en/publication/industry-report/20204-c7-china-cosmetics-regulatory-framework
http://www.swisscham.org/


SwissCham Beijing
中国瑞士商会 - 北京
European Business Center
Unit 309, 3rd Floor, Building 81
No. 4, Workers’ Stadium North
Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing
北京市朝阳区工人体育场北路4号
81号楼3层309室
Tel/电话: +86 10 8468 3982
邮编：100027
Email/邮件:
members@bei.swisscham.org

SwissCham Shanghai
中国瑞士商会 - 上海
1133, 11F Carlton Building
21 Huanghe Road
Shanghai 200001, China
上海市黄河路21号
鸿翔大厦1133室
邮编：200001
Tel/电话:: +86 21 5368 1270
Email/邮件:
shanghai@sha.swisscham.org

SwissCham South China
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SwissCham South-West China
中国瑞士商会 - 西南
Huang Shan East Road 68,
Building 27, Yubei District,
401121 Chongqing, China
中国重庆市北部新区黄山大道东
段68号 山顶总部基地27栋
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Disclaimer: SwissCham's Reader's Digest is a bi-weekly publication. Editorial, advertising and news published in the Reader's
Digest are for advertisement and/or information purposes only and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Swiss Chamber of
Commerce in China, of its Board, its members or its staff. SwissCham therefore rejects any liability related to the accuracy of
and/or views reflected in the newsletters.
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