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BILATERAL RELATIONS
Pharma Companies Win Big for the 4th Sino-Swiss Business Awards
Published by swisscham.org, November 4th, 2019
The biannual Sino-Swiss Business Awards announced this year’s winners of eight categories at an exclusive gala
evening attended by political and business dignitaries including Swiss Ambassador to China Bernardino Regazzoni and
Zhai Qian from China’s Ministry of Commerce at the Four Seasons Hotel Beijing on November 1st. Bringing home three
awards, the pharmaceutical industry was the biggest winner of the night. Shanghai Roche Pharmaceuticals won the
award of Outstanding Achievements of an MNC (multinational corporation); Geistlich Pharma obtained the Outstanding
Achievements of an SME (small and medium-sized enterprises) while Cellestia Biotech, which focuses on anti-cancer
drugs, received the Most Innovative Startup/Entrepreneur. This year more than 80 Swiss and Chinese companies
competed for awards in eight categories, including the Best Chinese Innovator/Investor, which went to Sinoswiss
Technopark, an industrial park in Chongqing, and Business Award in the category of Innovation and Creative Industries
4.0, won by Swiss engineering giant ABB – Gaoce. The Nestlé award in the category of Sustainability, Diversity & Social
Responsibility went to Fraisa China, the Swiss milling, drilling and cutting tools producer.  As Lausanne is hosting the
2020 Winter Youth Olympic Games in January and China is gearing for Beijing 2022, the awards incorporated
Outstanding Contribution to Sports and the China Nobleness Award in the category of Most China-ready Swiss Winter
Destination, which went to Shankai Sports and Jungfrau Ski Region respectively.
 
China-Switzerland Innovative Strategic Partnership Reaches Consensus, Belt and Road Initiative Pushes
Through
Published by businesstimes.cn, October 24th, 2019
Foreign Ministry spokesperson for China Hua Chunying revealed the developments of the China-Switzerland relationship
with regards to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). She contends parties reached a consensus that serves as a bridge for
China-Europe relations involving finance, investment, environmental protection, trade, and innovation projects. State
Councilor Wang Yi met with President Ueli Maurer and co-chaired with Swiss Federal Councilor and Foreign Minister
Ignazio Cassis for the second round of negotiations. Both countries focused on the Swiss side and reached an important
consensus that further develops an innovative strategic partnership. Cassis highlighted that the China-Switzerland
relationship is developing further towards success marking their deal as a front-runner in China's initiatives with other
European countries. The Swiss also noted that they support the proposed Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) initially
introduced by President Xi. According to Council of Foreign Affairs, this is China's most ambitious infrastructure
investment yet.

BUSINESS NEWS 
Swiss Telecom CEO Explains Why He’s Sticking with Huawei
Published by caixinglobal.com, November 1st, 2019
Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd. still has fans in Europe, despite the U.S. government’s campaign to get its allies to shun
the Chinese telecom giant. One such supporter is Olaf Swantee, CEO of one of Switzerland’s largest telecoms, Sunrise
Communications Group AG. “Some people ask: are (Huawei’s products) cheaper, (I said) no. But do they have great
price performance. (I said) yes,” Swantee said in an interview with Caixin in Zurich earlier last month. Swantee is known
for his stalwart support for Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd., dating back to his time as CEO of U.K. mobile network
operator EE Group Ltd. From 2011 to 2016, he played a leading role in EE’s procurement of gear for the carrier’s core
network and bought a lot of Huawei equipment. Swantee praised Huawei for its advanced technology, but also for its
sound services. “Huawei executives are working with hundreds of operators, but they are interested in making sure that
we have a defect-free network.”
 
ANTA Chosen for IOC Sportswear
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, October 30th, 2019
The International Olympic Committee announced on October 29 that ANTA has become its official sportswear supplier
through the end of 2022 at a signing ceremony at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland. The agreement, which
includes apparel, shoes and accessories, will see ANTA supply IOC Members and staff with sports apparel for the Winter
Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020, the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020, the Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022 and
the YOG Dakar 2022, as well as for the IOC administration's needs in Lausanne. ANTA, which is also the official sports
apparel partner of the Beijing 2022 Organizing Committee, is the first Chinese supplier of sportswear uniforms to the IOC.
 
Switzerland Ranked Favourite European Destination Among Asian Visitors
Published by thelocal.ch, October 28th, 2019
A new survey has revealed that Switzerland is the favoured European winter destination for Asian tourists, beating
France to the top spot. It found that Japan and South Korea are the preferred winter destinations for Asian tourists. But in
Europe, Switzerland is their top choice, with 96 percent of respondents in India and 90 percent in China saying they
prefer a holiday in this Alpine nation over other European countries, such as France. According to official numbers, there
has been a big increase in tourists from Asia, particularly from China and India. In 2018, nearly one million Chinese
visited Switzerland, and 348,000 came from India. Switzerland and its mountain scenery are very popular in India, for
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instance, as Swiss Alps have often been used as a backdrop for Bollywood films. Swiss Hotel Association has even
published a special brochure on how “to best give Indian guests a warm welcome.” And to lure Chinese visitors,
Switzerland Tourism, the country’s official tourism board, is offering custom-made tours through the country’s most
beautiful regions at their preference and pace.

CULTURE & SOCIETY
Overseas Vocational Training Program to Include TCM
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, November 6th, 2019
Luban Workshop, an overseas vocational training program initiated by Tianjin education authorities three years ago, will
expand its curriculum to traditional Chinese medicine. The previous training program included machinery equipment
manufacturing, high-speed rail technologies and cooking Chinese cuisine. The first workshop on TCM will open in
Switzerland, one of the countries with top Western medical competence, early next year. The workshop will be jointly
founded by Tianjin Medical College, Tianjin Hongxing Vocational Secondary School, and the Espace Compétences SA,
a Swiss vocational medical training center. The parties signed the cooperation agreement late last month. Pierrette
Chenevard, director of the Espace Compétences SA, said TCM is gaining recognition in Switzerland and he expects the
training could benefit the health of local residents. "I hope the workshop could help regulate local TCM treatment
standards in Switzerland, eventually."
 
Zhang Jin’s Journal in the Valley of Switzerland
Published by prohelvetia.cn, October 30th, 2019
Chinese artist Zhang Jin has spent 50 days as «Artist-in-Residence in the Verzasca Valley 2019» from July 28th to
September 8th, 2019. He has engaged in nature and streets, collaborated with artists and curators from different regions
to finally create and present a new site-specific photography series «One Moment After Another». This program is
supported by Pro Helvetia Shanghai, Swiss Arts Council, upon whose invitation Luxelakes A4 Art Museum has
nominated the residency candidates.

GENERAL INTEREST
Ascetic Tour of Simon Berz and Xu Fengxia
Published by prohelvetia.cn, November 4th, 2019
In 2016, the Swiss drummer and sound-artist Simon Berz and Chinese-German singer and multi-instrumentalist Xu
Fengxia played their first China Tour. The overwhelming feedback they received prompted the duo to organize their
return to China three years later. In addition to the concerts, the two musicians will also give a series of workshops. The
planned concert is an interplay of the dubbing of Georges Méliès’ silent films, Chinese traditional instruments, and live
electronics. This tour presents the musical idea that derives from the Chinese tradition and, at the same time, is heavily
influenced by a variety of forms of contemporary music. An important role is played by the search for new harmonies and
unexpected musical developments as well as the spontaneous interaction on stage. Here, Simon Berz will weave the
sounds and vocals of Xu Fengxia into a whole with his electronics and drums. The manipulation by electronics of all
sound sources leads to a homogeneous and strong cinematic impression.

INDUSTRIES
ENGINEERING / MANUFACTURING
 
Tencent, Novartis Launch Online Platform for Heart Patients
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, November 6th, 2019
Swiss pharmaceutical company Novartis and China's internet giant Tencent jointly announced the official launch of an
online long-term disease management platform for heart patients during the ongoing China International Import Expo on
Wednesday. The platform called "AI", representing care for the heart in Chinese, covers daily health indicator monitoring
and health condition assessment through voice and image recognition and interaction as well as access to personalized
information, and lies inside WeChat as a mini program, the developers said. It is the country's first of such online AI-
powered platform providing disease management for heart patients, the companies claimed. Official figures showed that
there are at least 10 million patients with heart diseases in China, and medical experts said that around 50 percent of the
patients die within five years after being diagnosed.
 
Roche Pharmaceuticals to Showcase Innovative Treatments at CIIE
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, November 3rd, 2019
Global pharmaceutical and diagnostic giant Roche will showcase its latest innovative therapies not launched in China
market yet at the upcoming second China International Import Expo (CIIE), demonstrating its commitment to accelerate
bringing new medical solutions to answer to patients' unmet needs in the country, the world's second-largest
pharmaceuticals market currently. At least three innovative therapies, including a form of immunotherapy for hepatic
cellular cancer (HCC) that the company hopes will soon make its world debut, are expected to be key attractions in the
enterprise's 700-square-meter booth during the expo. The booth itself is one of the largest in the medical equipment and
healthcare products hall, Hong Chow, CEO of Roche Pharmaceuticals China, said during an exclusive interview with
China Daily ahead of CIIE, which opened on November 5th.
 
ABB to Strengthen E-Mobility Portfolio with Acquisition of Chinese EV Charging Provider Chargedot
Published by financialpost.com, October 28th, 2019
ABB is to acquire a majority stake of 67 percent in Shanghai Chargedot New Energy Technology Co., Ltd. (“Chargedot”),
a leading Chinese e-mobility solution provider. The transaction is expected to be completed in the coming months and
ABB has the possibility to increase its stake further in the next three years. Since its establishment in 2009, Shanghai-
based Chargedot has made a significant contribution to the uptake of electric vehicles in China. The company supplies
AC and DC charging stations, as well as the necessary software platform to a range of customers that includes EV
manufacturers, EV charging network operators and real estate developers. It has approximately 185 employees and its
other shareholders among others include Shanghai SAIC Anyo Charging Technology Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of SAIC.
Chargedot is a natural fit for ABB, which as a global leader in sustainable transportation infrastructure, already offers
solutions from grid distribution to charging points for cars and trucks, as well as for the electrification of ships, railways,
trams, buses and cable cars.
 
BANK / FINANCE / INSURANCE

Credit Suisse is ‘Very Positive’ About China’s Long-Term Growth
Published by cnbc.com, November 6th, 2019
Credit Suisse CEO Tidjane Thiam is bullish on China, and sees opportunities as its economy shifts to a consumer-driven
one — making it “less sensitive” to trade. “We have very positive expectations about China long term,” he said at the
Credit Suisse China Investment Conference in Shenzhen on Wednesday. “We believe that the fundamentals that have
been driving China’s growth for so many years are intact.” “There is ... a shift of the Chinese model from a
manufacturing, export-oriented model, to a more consumer-oriented, domestic-based economy, that will also be less
sensitive to issues like trade,” Thiam added, flagging healthcare and technology as two sectors he believes in. China is
currently embroiled in a trade dispute with the U.S., which has led to both sides imposing tariffs on billions of dollars
worth of each other’s goods. The world’s two biggest economies are currently trying to reach a ‘phase one’ trade deal,
which has yet to be signed.
 
UBS Backs Beijing Music Festival to Hit High Notes
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, October 24th, 2019
Swiss financial giant UBS has for over a decade sponsored the Beijing Music Festival, or BMF, and the president of UBS
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Securities said the group's involvement goes beyond raising the company's profile and is part of a broader ethos
surrounding the community, the well-being of its staff members and client hospitality. This year marks the 16th
anniversary of UBS's partnership with Beijing Music Festival, a premier event in China's cultural calendar every October.
As part of the prestigious international event, UBS sponsored the world premiere of Aaron Zigman's piano concerto,
Tango Manos, which was performed in the capital on October 14th. It was specially commissioned for the festival and
featured French pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet, who performed alongside the China Philharmonic Orchestra under
talented young conductor Huang Yi.

HOSPITALITY / TOURISM / RETAILS

Swiss Gastronomic Week: Michelin-Star Chef Brings the Flavours and Looks of Switzerland to Beijing
Published by eda.admin.ch, November 6th, 2019
A two-Michelin-star chef and his team based in Southern Switzerland is serving gourmets in Beijing with his signature
dish and a special menu that please the palate and the eye for the Swiss Gastronomic Week at Hotel Éclat from
November 7 to 10. Rolf Fliegauf, founder and executive chef of ECCO restaurant at hotel Giardino in Ascona, is going to
excite Beijing palates with the finest cuisine that retains its ingredients’ original flavours, reproduces Swiss nature onto
the plates, and reinvents Swiss food tradition for the 5th Swiss Gastronomic Week jointly organised by the Embassy of
Switzerland in China and Hotel Éclat. "The Swiss Gastronomic Week is a perfect opportunity to introduce modern Swiss
fine dining and Swiss cuisine to Chinese food lovers. As a multilingual and multicultural country, Switzerland prides itself
on its diverse culinary culture. Modern Swiss gastronomy is one slice of today’s Switzerland, which is innovative and
dynamic. By having the top chefs over, the Gastronomic Week brings the taste of Switzerland directly to Chinese palates,
which in turn strengthens friendship between the two nations of excellent food cultures," said Bernardino Regazzoni,
Swiss ambassador to China.
 
Nestlé Opens USD 14 Million Gerber Cereal Snack Plant in China
Published by foodbev.com, November 1st, 2019
Nestlé has inaugurated a new factory in China, marking the first official production of Gerber Nutripuff – a cereal snack
for babies – in the country. Located in Shuangcheng, Harbin, the RMB 100 million (USD 14.2 million) factory represents
an important milestone for the continuous localisation of Gerber, an international baby nutrition brand under Nestlé.
Gerber is well-known for its infant supplement food, including infant cereals, fruit and vegetable puree and its puffs that
Nestlé claims are very popular among Chinese babies. The factory will produce organic and regular Gerber Nutripuffs,
with a total of eight flavours. The puffs will come in cans and flexible packaging that are 100% recyclable, as part of
Nestlé’s commitment to sustainability. The plant, which has an annual production capacity of about 1,400 tons, has been
equipped with high-tech automatic equipment, including fully automated canning and packaging lines imported from the
UK, USA and Switzerland.
 
Nestlé to Weigh USD 1 Billion Sale of Local Chinese Brands
Published by bloomberg.com, October 29th, 2019
Nestlé SA is weighing options including a sale for two ailing Chinese units after years of attempting to turn them around,
people familiar with the matter said. The food giant has been reviewing its ownership of Hsu Fu Chi, a local
confectionery brand, and Yinlu, known for its ready-made Chinese porridge, according to the people. It is seeking more
than USD 1 billion for its controlling stakes in the two companies, the people said, asking not to be identified because the
information is private. Nestlé acquired both companies in 2011 as it sought to tap burgeoning demand in China, only to
find itself confronted with sluggish growth a few years later. Since becoming chief executive officer in 2017, Mark
Schneider has been weeding out the Swiss company’s portfolio, jettisoning assets such as U.S. chocolate brands, a
dermatology business and a life insurance unit for about USD 15 billion total.
 
LEGAL / TAX / CONSULTING / SERVICES
 
Overview of China Outbound Investment in the First Three Quarters of 2019
Published by ey.com, November 5th, 2019
EY released the Overview of China Outbound Investment in the first three quarters of 2019, according to which, China’s
overall ODI in the first three quarters of 2019 amounted to USD 87 billion, down 2.3% YOY; non-financial ODI was USD
81 billion, down 1.3% YOY. The structure of China’s ODI continued to be optimized and diversified, investments in
manufacturing, wholesale and retail grew by 3.2% and 12.4% YOY, respectively, despite the overall downward trend. In
the first three quarters of 2019, the announced value of China overseas M&As reached USD 42.8 billion, down 44.6%
YOY; the announced deal volume was 424, down by 31.2% YOY. China overseas M&A activities remained prudent,
however, in Q3 M&A value saw a 152.2% increase QOQ, preliminarily reversing the downward trend. China overseas
M&As continued to focus on the high-end value chain. By deal value, the M&A activities were dominated by consumer
products, TMT, and financial services sectors; by deal volume, the top three sectors were TMT, advanced manufacturing
& mobility and consumer products.
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