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BILATERAL RELATIONS
Guizhou Strengthens Cooperation with Switzerland
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, July 9th, 2019
Shen Yiqin, deputy secretary of the CPC Guizhou Provincial Committee and governor of Guizhou province, met with
Thomas Wagner, honorary president of Gesellschaft Schweiz-China, an NGO established in 1945 that is dedicated to
promoting economic and cultural exchanges between China and Switzerland, in Guiyang, the capital city of Guizhou
province on July 8th. Shen welcomed the Swiss delegation, noting that the good relationship between China and
Switzerland has created good conditions for deep cooperation between Guizhou and Switzerland. Shen also expressed
that Guizhou has high hopes for strengthening cooperation with Switzerland in the fields of ecological civilization,
economy, trade, tourism, and education to promote bilateral relations to a new level. Wagner said that Guizhou is a
province with unique advantages. The cooperation between the two sides is a mutually beneficial strategy. Gesellschaft
Schweiz-China will make full use of its role in deepening bilateral exchanges and cooperation, making greater
contributions to the friendship between the two countries.
 
China’s Hainan to Offer 15-Day Visa-Free Visits for Cruisers
Published by seatrade-cruise.com, July 9th, 2019
China’s south province of Hainan is going to offer 15-day visa-free visits for group travel by cruise ship. This will support
Hainan’s tourism development, easing the entry and exit procedures for international visitors and simplifying yacht travel
between Hainan and Hong Kong/Macau, the Ministry of Public Security said at a press conference in Beijing. Shanghai,
China’s top cruise port, has had a 15-day visa-free policy for foreign tourists arriving on cruises since October 2016. Last
year, Hainan adopted a new 30-day visa-free travel policy for group visitors from 59 countries including Russia, the
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Norway, Ukraine, Italy, Austria, Finland, the Netherlands, Denmark, Switzerland,
Sweden, Spain, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Poland, Portugal, Ireland, the United States,
Canada, Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Chile, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,
Kazakhstan, the Philippines, Indonesia and the UAE. Additionally, in May this year, Hainan was approved by the central
government to launch pilot cruises to nowhere for Chinese-funded ships flying flags of convenience at the ports of Haikou
and Sanya.

BUSINESS NEWS 
Healthcare Businesses from Switzerland Diagnose Opportunities In Chinese Market
Published by globaltimes.cn, July 18th, 2019
To leverage its leading position in the healthcare industry, Switzerland has set sights on the Chinese market, which has
a burgeoning middle class ready to loosen bulging purse strings to access advanced medical services. Top-notch Swiss
health businesses are looking for wealth from health in the Chinese market. Exploris, which according to the company's
website possesses artificial intelligence-based diagnostic and therapeutic solutions that have passed clinical studies, is
one of them. "The Chinese market is very important for us because it's a huge market," Peter Ruff, CEO and founder of
Swiss healthcare company Exploris, told the Global Times. Ruff finished his first tour of China earlier this month to dig
out business opportunities. The tour, organized by the Swiss Embassy in China, selected 10 high-growth Swiss startups
for an exclusive 10-day roadshow in the second largest economy.  Ruff said China's development and the keenness of
hospitals to seek new technologies impressed him during the tour. He believes that his company and Chinese hospitals
will make a good match. The visiting Swiss firms under the aegis of the Swiss embassy have come from industries
including healthcare, music and technology to name a few. Visiting a roadshow event at the Swiss Embassy in Beijing,
the Global Times reporter found eager Chinese investors throng the location to watch the presentations by company
executives who spoke from a stage.
 
The Bridge Magazine 2019 Summer Edition is Now Available
Published by swisscham.org, July 16th, 2019
In this issue of the Bridge, we have an exclusive interview with Jerry Li, head of Digital at ABB China. Jerry elaborates on
the different initiatives the company takes when it comes to digitalization. Another topic we cover is the potential of
blockchain and the opportunities and limits this new technology brings for companies. The third main content item is the
analysis of the yearly business survey, which includes interesting findings from Swiss and other foreign companies doing
business in China.

CULTURE & SOCIETY
Chinese University to Develop Brain Science with Blue Brain Project
Published by xinhuanet.com, July 10th, 2019
A Chinese university signed an agreement with the team of the Blue Brain Project, an attempt by Swiss scientists to
create synthetic brains, to conduct brain science research together. Southeast University in Nanjing, capital of east
China's Jiangsu Province, and the European team will jointly build a database of cranial nerves accessible to global brain
scientists for research of brain neurons and related medicine development, according to the deal they inked. Sean Hill,
member of the Blue Brain Project, said Southeast University, which is the first academic institute they have cooperated
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with in China, is well-equipped with the neuromorphic reconstruction technology they need. Researchers of both sides
will try to realize large-scale reconstruction of brain neurons through technologies like machine vision and virtual reality
in a bid to explore brain and brain-like intelligence, said Peng Hanchuan, a researcher with the university.

GENERAL INTEREST
ARGILE, Engraved in Clay
Published by prohelvetia.cn, July 15th, 2019
The ARGILE dance performance, an interview with the material, will come to China on August 10th and 11th in
Shanghai and August 13th in Beijing. 4 protagonists: a sculptor, a musician, a dancer, and an actor, with their sensitive
worlds and their desires, try to answer in the riddle of their presence to the world. Earth, words, sounds, movements,
spaces… everything is a pretext to sculpt for Orélie Fuchs Chen. The play, written, directed and staged by the Neuchâtel
artist, uses a poetic playground for language and body, exploring the interrelation between the participants and their
interactions with the soil. Earth and individuals interact in a dialogue combining matter, words, movement and sounds.
Disturbing, disturbing body. The piece questions the trace, the time, the memory of matter, the need to tell the real life.

INDUSTRIES
ENGINEERING / MANUFACTURING

DKSH Publishes Half-Year Results 2019
Published by dksh.com, July 16th, 2019
Net sales of CHF 5.6 billion matched the previous year’s level (underlying growth: 3.1% organic plus 1.2% M&A). The
operating profit (EBIT) was below last year due to the exit of the Healthcare business in China (CHF 17.1 million) and
restructuring costs in Consumer Goods (CHF 13.3 million). Excluding these effects, the adjusted EBIT grew 1.3% to
CHF 124.0 million. In line with the acquisition strategy, DKSH has already acquired four value-accretive businesses. The
three Business Units Healthcare, Performance Materials and Technology further expanded their leading positions. With
double-digit EBIT growth and a higher margin, Performance Materials developed particularly well. Consumer Goods
grew sales by 3.4%, and the restructuring of the Business Unit is already well-advanced. Furthermore, DKSH entered
new and attractive business segments with two value-accretive acquisitions in Consumer Goods. DKSH CEO Stefan P.
Butz commented: “With the exit of the Healthcare business in China and the restructuring in Consumer Goods, we have
taken important steps to better position DKSH for the future.
 
Swiss Pharmaceutical Giant Boosts Innovative Drug R&D in China 
Published by xinhuanet.com, July 11th, 2019
Swiss pharmaceutical giant Novartis is expanding its research and development of innovative drugs in China, an
executive of the company said. Novartis is expected to submit 50 new drug applications for regulatory approval in China
between 2019 and 2023, John Tsai, head of global drug development and chief medical officer for Novartis, said during
an interview with Xinhua. Benefitting from China's pharmaceutical regulatory reform, which enables pharmaceutical
companies to develop drugs much faster, Novartis has received 24 approvals for new drug applications in the country in
the last two years, including nine new molecular entities, according to Tsai. One of the new drugs that will be available in
the Chinese market is an orally taken asthma drug, which is described by Tsai as unique because most of the drugs for
asthma are not taken orally. Tsai said the respiratory disease is one of the top five diseases in China. The company will
report the results of a 5,000-patient study for the drug before the end of the year.
 
ABB to Open Center for Smart Building Solutions in Shenzhen
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, July 4th, 2019
Swiss industrial conglomerate ABB Group will open a new innovation center in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, in the
second half of this year to locally provide solutions for smart building development, said an executive. Oliver Iltisberger,
managing director of the smart buildings business line of ABB's electrification business, said as China is seeking new
ways to promote energy efficiency and minimize carbon emissions to design healthier environments in its cities, ABB is
now experiencing fast growth in the areas of intelligent building and related electrical businesses. Eager to improve its
service ability, the group opened a new ABB customer experience center in Beijing on Monday to highlight the
development of smart cities with infrastructure upgrades, carbon-free transportation and energy savings. After the
group's restructuring in 2018, ABB's business today focuses on four areas – electrification, industrial automation, motion,
and robotics and discrete automation, supported by its common digital platform named ABB Ability.
 
BANK / FINANCE / INSURANCE

How China Can Maintain Strategically Important Market
Published by themalaysianinsight.com, July 15th, 2019
In this era of anti-globalisation, the importance of market space is frequently manifest in the “buyers’ world” where
overproduction is rampant. Reinsurance company Swiss Re China president John Chen said in the Summer Davos
forum that “the future belongs to China”, and that Swiss Re regards China as a “strategically important market”. In fact,
he said, the importance of the Chinese market is “unquestionable”. Swiss Re’s emphasis on China’s importance is not
only a compliment to China in the context of the US-China trade war, but also affirmation of the importance of the
Chinese market. Chen further pointed out that there are two main reasons the China has become a strategically
important market for Swiss Re. First, concerning future growth expectations, the Chinese market still maintains a growth
rate that no other market in the world has ever experienced, and there are still high growth expectations for China in the
next two to three decades. According to the research report of Swiss Re Institute, emerging markets in China and Asia
are still the engine of insurance growth. It is estimated that the average annual growth rate of China’s non-life insurance
premiums will reach 7.4% in the next decade from 2020. In terms of life insurance, it is estimated that the average annual
growth rate of China’s life insurance premiums will reach 9.1% in the next decade.

HOSPITALITY / TOURISM / RETAILS

China Growth Helps Richemont Offset Sales Weakness in Europe
Published by euronews.com, July 18th, 2019
Strong sales in Asia helped Cartier owner Richemont on post a 9% rise in comparable revenue for the quarter to June
30, offsetting a weaker performance in Europe and in spite of protests in Hong Kong which weighed on sales. Growth in
mainland China in particular drove growth, the group said. Revenue rose 12% on a reported basis to 3.74 billion euros
(3.38 billion pounds) in the April to June period, Richemont said, up 12% at constant currencies. The figures included its
online distributors like e-commerce platform Yoox Net-A-Porter. Without these, sales would have been up 3% at
constant exchange rates.
 
Cathay Pacific Expands Codeshare Partnership with Lufthansa and SWISS
Published by businesstraveller.com, July 15th, 2019
Cathay Pacific will expand its codeshare partnership with both Lufthansa and Swiss International Air Lines (Swiss) to
cover flights to Frankfurt, Munich and Zurich from Hong Kong, effective July 17th. The Hong Kong flag carrier will place
its “CX” code on Lufthansa’s daily Hong Kong-Frankfurt and Hong Kong-Munich services, while the German flag carrier
will place its “LH” code on Cathay Pacific’s daily flight between Hong Kong and Frankfurt. At the same time, Cathay
Pacific will also place its “CX” code on the daily flights between Hong Kong and Zurich operated by Swiss, while the
Swiss flag carrier will place its “LX” code on the Hong Kong-based carrier’s daily Hong Kong-Zurich service.

LEGAL / TAX / CONSULTING / SERVICES
 
China Legal Report
Published by wenfei.com, July 10th, 2019
On April 17th, 2019, the Supreme People’s Court of the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter the “SPC”) released 10
annual intellectual property cases as well as 50 typical intellectual property cases for the year of 2018. The judicial cases
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released regularly by the SPC are said to play an exemplary part in the jurisprudence and should guide national courts at
all levels through their judgments. Intellectual property protection has proven to be a decisive factor for foreign
investments and China often stated its will to further develop its intellectual property law. Due to the State Council reform
in 2018, the original State Administration for Industry and Commerce of the People’s Republic of China has been
abolished, its functions are taken respectively by the State Administration for Market Regulation as well as the National
Intellectual Property Administration. In this report, titles shown in specific cases remain the same. Intellectual property
courts are established in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou. The cases below are extracted from the ones released by
the SPC for the year of 2018.
 
China Legal Briefing
Published by wenfei.com, July 9th, 2019
The new legal briefing is released by Wenfei Law, which focused on the “Unreliable Entity List Regime”, “Measures for
Security Assessment for Cross-border Transfer of Personal Information (Draft for Comment)”, “Directory of Activity
Sectors, Project Catalog, and List of Industrial Supervisory Authorities for Foreign Nongovernmental Organizations:” and
“Administration Measures on Medical Supplies”.
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