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BILATERAL RELATIONS 
 
Ambassadors' China Story: Dominique Dreyer
Published by cgtn.com, December 7th, 2020
Dominique Dreyer worked as a Swiss diplomat in China for 16 years. During this time he served as Switzerland's
ambassador to China from 2000 to 2004. The ambassador, who loves Chinese culture, read the famous Chinese book
Dream of the Red Chamber  when he was 12 or 13 years old. He believed that the book gave him an insight into the
Chinese view of the world. There is Chinese-style furniture, calligraphy and paintings, sculptures and small ornaments at
the ambassador's home in Switzerland. He also displayed a box of exquisite snuff bottles collected during his tenure.
Since retiring in 2008, the ambassador has enjoyed writing calligraphy at home. He showed off his calligraphy works,
one of which features the phrase: "Correct your mistakes as soon as you know it, and do not forget what you have
learned."
 
Swiss University Sports Visits Chinese Ambassador to Switzerland
Published by insidethegames.biz, December 7th, 2020
Leonz Eder, first vice-president of International University Sports Federation (FISU) and managing director of Swiss
University Sports, has met with the new Chinese ambassador to Switzerland, Wang Shiting, with both parties discussing
the upcoming University Games in their respective countries. Wang took up the new role in August and met with Eder at
the embassy in Bern, with the managing director also being accompanied by Mike Kurt, President of Swiss University
Sports. Xi Ru, councillor for Culture, Tourism, Education, Science and Technology at the embassy, was also present for
the meeting. All four discussed the upcoming Lucerne 2021 Winter Universiade and the Chengdu 2021 Summer World
University Games, in Switzerland and China respectively. The upcoming Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics was also on the
agenda. "The Organising Committee in Chengdu is working hard to prepare wonderful Games for the student athletes
from all over the world," said Wang. He also emphasised that he is happy to welcome the large Chinese delegation to
the Winter Universiade in December 2021 for Lucerne 2021.

BUSINESS NEWS 
 
China Market Mindsets as Lessons Learned from Swiss New Ventures
Published by researchgate.net, December 8th, 2020
Swiss New Ventures (SNV) confront the following two challenges in China. First, SNVs face liabilities of smallness,
which means attracting attention is more difficult as local stakeholders consider reputation and utility prior to engaging in
a relationship. As status and power are important in China, local stakeholders do not necessarily see any utility in
collaborating with a small foreign firm. The second challenge is the difficulty in building a local network. A local network
helps to attract the attention of business partners and customers, protect IP, and overcome language barriers. Having
access to a local network alone is not sufficient to succeed. It is also necessary to obtain the attention of local
stakeholders and develop a relationship with them. Based on interviews with SNVs in China, we provide insight into how
SNVs have sought to overcome these challenges. We identify and present four archetypes which demonstrate how
international new ventures can mitigate liabilities and gain insidership by being attentive to identities when developing
relationships with stakeholders in emerging markets. [Read the report]
 
Chinese Battery Maker GEM Locks in Extended Cobalt Supply
Published by caixinglobal.com, December 4th, 2020
Glencore Plc, the world’s biggest supplier of cobalt, extended its supply agreement with Shenzhen-based battery maker
GEM Co. Ltd., allowing the Chinese company to secure a supply of the crucial metal until the end of the decade. The
deal ensures that GEM will have a steady supply of the battery-making ingredient until at least 2029, further
strengthening China’s growing dominance of the industry. Glencore agreed to sell GEM 150,000 tons of cobalt between
2020 and 2029, replacing a previous agreement to sell about 60,000 tons through 2024, the Anglo-Swiss commodities
trading company said. Cobalt is starting to recover following a collapse in 2019 as too much new supply came online.
Glencore took steps to support prices by reducing supply. Last year it shuttered its Mutanda copper and cobalt project in
the Democratic Republic of Congo, helping to put a floor under the market.
 
New Asia-Pacific Free Trade Agreement: Consequences for Swiss Exporters
Published by s-ge.com, November 29th, 2020
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The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) creates uniform rules of origin and much more for 15
countries in Asia and the Pacific region. What does this mean for Swiss SMEs that export to these countries and have a
presence there? This question is analyzed in an initial study by free trade expert Professor Patrick Ziltener. On
November 15th, 2020, the ASEAN states (Brunei, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam), as well as Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea, signed the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). This grouping covers 30% of the world’s population and 30% of the
global economy. Thanks to free trade agreements with China, Japan, the Philippines, Singapore and South Korea,
Switzerland is relatively well positioned in the Asian region.
 

GENERAL INTEREST
 
Exhibition: We=Link: Sideways
Published by prohelvetia.cn, November 30th, 2020
Matthieu Cherubini & Hervé Graumann, Knowbotic Research, LAN, Ubermorgen: these four Swiss artist groups will be
presented at a group exhibition titled “We=Link: Sideways”, organized by Chronus Art Center. This exhibition features
twenty-two works by twenty-eight artists and artist collectives, from the pioneers of net art to millennials. The works on
display and online span three decades of net art practice, from arguably the first internet-era artwork of the Thing BBS in
1991 to the most current production continuing to evolve as the exhibition opens.
 
Miriam Cahn’s First Major Exhibition in China
Published by prohelvetia.cn, November 30th, 2020
“Miriam Cahn and Claudia Martínez Garay: Ten Thousand Things” will be the first major exhibition in China of Swiss
artist Miriam Cahn (b. 1949, Basel, Switzerland; lives and works in Stampa, Bregaglia) and Peruvian artist Claudia
Martínez Garay (b. 1983, Ayacucho, Perú; lives and works between Amsterdam and Lima). This exhibition is presented
by Sifang Art Museum, organized by Weng Xiaoyu, and supported by Pro Helvetia Shanghai, Swiss Arts Council. It will
be on view from November 8, 2020 to May 23, 2021. “Ten Thousand Things” brings artists Miriam Cahn and Claudia
Martínez Garay into an idiosyncratic encounter across generations, geography and culture. Conceived as a two-person
exhibition, “Ten Thousand Things” features works of painting, drawing, installation, sculpture, video, collage and site-
specific mural that span both artists’ careers. The title of the exhibition borrows the ancient Chinese cosmological view of
the world as exemplified in the I Ching: “Heaven and Earth interact perfectly, and the ten thousand things communicate
without obstacle.”

INDUSTRIES

ENGINEERING / MANUFACTURING

SenseTime, Schindler Team Up to Create Escalator Safety System
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, December 8th, 2020
Artificial intelligence expert SenseTime has entered into a strategic partnership in Shanghai with Swiss elevator leader
Schindler to develop an escalator safety intelligent response system. The pair vowed to use AI to detect and manage
prospective safety risks or concerns embedded in elevator systems while ensuring operational efficacy at the same time.
Leveraging multiple AI technologies by SenseTime from object detection and behavioral recognition to density analysis,
the system is designed to voice security alarms upon entrances of escalators to those with bulky luggage or wheelchairs,
or alert of over-density in a certain space to prevent the occurrence of stampede accidents, the company said in a press
release. Also, when no passenger approaches the escalator zone, the system can inform staff members to halt
operations by remote so as to trim operational costs.
 
DKSH and Hofseth Biocare Enter an Exclusive Distribution Agreement to Promote Sustainable Ingredients for
Health and Nutrition Across Asia
Published by dksh.com, December 8th, 2020
DKSH’s Business Unit Performance Materials and Hofseth BioCare ASA (HBC) have entered into an exclusive
distribution agreement for DKSH to provide regulatory services, distribution, marketing and sales to HBC for its
ingredients and products across Asia. HBC is a Norwegian biotech company that develops high-value ingredients and
finished products for humans and pets. The company processes raw marine material into products to enhance the health
of consumers around the world. Roger Hofseth, CEO of HBC said: “We are very happy to partner with DKSH, who has
unmatched coverage across Asia Pacific and in the life sciences industry. We focus on innovating and manufacturing
high-quality ingredients and products and in turn outsource regulatory services, distribution, sales and marketing to
DKSH across Asia.” Under the agreement, DKSH will provide exclusive services across ten markets in Asia including
China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea and so forth.

BANK / FINANCE / INSURANCE

Credit Suisse Hires Regulatory Vet as China COO
Published by finews.asia, December 8th, 2020
Credit Suisse named a former central banker, regulator and UBS executive as its new chief operating officer for China,
according to a memo seen by finews.asia. Alan Wang joins the Swiss lender as its mainland COO, according to the
internal note which underlined his role to «ensure delivery of Credit Suisse’s strategic plans in China in a compliant and
well-controlled manner». Wang was most recently with UBS where he joined earlier in 2020 as its China integration lead.
The 20-year veteran has vast regulatory experience across the People’s bank of China, the China Banking Regulatory
Commission and the China Banking and Insurance Regulatory Commission where he was last its Shanghai Bureau
Deputy Director of foreign bank branches supervision. A spokesperson for the bank confirmed the appointment.
 
New Senior Hires at the Geneva Association Reinforce its Focuses on Liability Risks and China Engagement
Published by prnewswire.co.uk, December 3rd, 2020
The Geneva Association announces two new senior staff members, Darren Pain and Jianzhong Yao, to enhance both
the scope and reach of The Geneva Association's activities. Darren will head the organisation's newly established
Evolving Liability research programme, and Jianzhong has started as The Geneva Association's key liaison with China.
Darren Pain to become The Geneva Association's Director Evolving Liability, effective 1 January 2021. A financial
economist, Darren was a lead researcher for the Swiss Re Institute and has held various roles in central banking.
Jianzhong Yao joined the organisation as Senior Advisor for China, effective 1 November 2020. Jianzhong was most
recently the Chief Representative of Asia Capital Reinsurance (ACR) in China and is an adjunct professor of insurance
and risk management. These two new hires position The Geneva Association to support insurers as they grapple with
present and emerging liability risks, including those linked to COVID-19, and to fortify links with the Chinese insurance
industry and decision-makers.

HOSPITALITY / TOURISM / RETAILS

Nestlé Launches Plant-Based Harvest Gourmet Brand in China
Published by reuters.com, December 9th, 2020
Nestlé launched its plant-based Harvest Gourmet brand in China, moving into the country’s meat substitute industry that
has seen a surge of interest from investors and brands over the past year. The Swiss food and drink giant said the brand,
which is available in Australia, would offer burgers, sausages, nuggets and mince, and will also sell dishes aimed to
appeal to Chinese taste-buds, such as kung pao chicken, braised meatballs and pork belly. Demand for alternatives to
regular meat is surging due to concerns about health, animal welfare and the environment. Entrants to China’s meat
substitute market in recent months have ranged from domestic firms Zhenmeat and Starfield to U.S. firm Beyond Meat
Inc, which has collaborations with Starbucks and Yum China’s KFC chain. Harvest Gourmet products sold in China will
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be produced by Nestlé’s faux-meat factory in Tianjin, its first in Asia. The brand will open an online store on Alibaba
Group’s Tmall marketplace this month, and will gradually start offering products for sale from Alibaba’s Hema
supermarket chain by the end of 2020, Nestlé said. “We see China leading the trend towards a new generation of plant-
based food in Asia, as people look for options that are good for them and good for the planet,” Rashid Qureshi, chief
executive of Nestlé Greater China, said in a statement.
 
LEGAL / TAX / CONSULTING / SERVICES

WEF to Host Summer Davos in Tianjin after Delay
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, December 9th, 2020
This year's Annual Meeting of the New Champions of the World Economic Forum in Tianjin — which was canceled
because of the coronavirus pandemic — will unfold next summer in the city, the head of the World Economic Forum in
China said. The WEF is working with the National Development and Reform Commission to set a date for next year for
what is widely known as Summer Davos, according to David Aikman, who is also the organization's managing director.
Aikman also noted that the WEF will stage the Winter Davos in Singapore in May. That event is normally held early each
year in Switzerland. The WEF is teaming up with the NDRC and foreign companies to hold a research meeting in Tianjin,
after a visit to Dalian earlier this week. Dalian has hosted Summer Davos in a biennial rotation with Tianjin since 2007.
 
CEIBS Insights 2020 Europe Forums Highlight Importance of Cooperation in Global Recovery
Published by prnewswire.co.uk, December 4th, 2020
The CEIBS Insights 2020 Europe Forums wrapped up recently, with more than 3,000 participants streaming the series
online. The events explored opportunities for Sino-European cooperation in areas such as innovation, mobility, finance
and ways to accelerate the post-COVID-19 global economic turnaround. For the first time in its history, this year's forums
were hosted online, with virtual stops in Switzerland, Germany, the UK and France. Speaking during the event, CEIBS
President Wang Hong emphasised the fact that, as the only business school co-established by China and the EU,
CEIBS bears a responsibility to promote economic and cultural exchange around the world. "COVID-19 has presented
severe challenges to social and economic development all around the world and has led to profound repercussions in
the arena of international exchange and cooperation," President Wang said. "In the midst of the post-pandemic global
economic situation, there is a pressing need to enhance international exchange and promote global economic recovery.
For CEIBS, this year's forums are particularly imbued with a sense of mission and responsibility."
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