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BUSINESS NEWS 
Global Cruise Giant to Launch New Flagship in China
Published by xinhuanet.com, September 4th, 2019
Swiss-based MSC Cruises, one of the world's largest privately-owned cruise companies, announced that its newest
flagship, MSC Bellissima, will start its maiden call in China in June 2020. With a gross tonnage of 171,598 tonnes, the
316-meter flagship MSC Bellissima has a maximum passenger capacity of 5,686, making it the largest cruise ship
deployed in Asia by the time it arrives. The ship will depart from Dubai in March 2020 before arriving in the southern
China port of Shenzhen in April with about 5,000 inbound guests. It will homeport in Shanghai, Tianjin, Qingdao and
Shenzhen, starting with its maiden call in Shanghai on June 17, 2020, and operating a total of 35 cruise trips next year,
said MSC Cruises. "We are looking forward to bringing Chinese consumers our high-quality products and experience
proven by the international market. Deploying the MSC Bellissima is a further testament to our long-term commitment to
China and the Chinese cruise industry," said Achille Staiano, vice president of global sales of MSC Cruises.
 
Swiss SMEs Coping Well with Increasing Protectionism
Published by credit-suisse.com, August 27th, 2019
The current turbulence in global trade is also affecting Swiss SME exporters due to their close integration into
international value creation chains. In this year’s SME study, some 560 SME exporters were asked for their views on
protectionism and trade obstacles. The results show that Swiss SME exporters have so far perceived only a slight
intensification in global trade barriers, and have largely been able to overcome the hurdles they encounter. The
economists of Credit Suisse have conducted a survey of some 560 Swiss SME exporters on the theme of protectionism
and trade obstacles. In the European markets that are so important to Swiss companies, just 20 to 30% of surveyed
SMEs perceive trade obstacles. A significantly higher proportion of survey respondents encounter hurdles when
exporting to other markets. Just under 50% perceive obstacles when it comes to the second most important export
destination, the US, and as many as 54% when it comes to the third most important export market, Mainland China/Hong
Kong. In keeping with this finding, a high proportion of the interviewed SMEs have considered exporting to Mainland
China/Hong Kong in the past, only to decide against taking such a step.
 
Young Swiss Professionals Shine at WorldSkills
Published by swissinfo.ch, August 27th, 2019
Switzerland has won 16 medals, including five gold, at the WorldSkills competition – a kind of Olympics for trade skills –
in Kazan in western Russia. The Swiss team, known as SwissSkills, captured five gold, five silver and six bronze medals
at the event, which wrapped up on Tuesday night in the Kazan Arena. The five gold medals went to the following
participants: restaurant service specialist Martina Wick (who had to highest score of all Swiss), baker/confectioner Sonja
Durrer, wall and floor tiler Renato Meier, electrician Florian Baumgartner and the landscape gardening team of Mario Enz
and Fabian Hodel. The full result list with trainer names can be found here. Only China and Korea earned more medals
than SwissSkills, the top European team. The team’s aim had been to come in among the top three nations, following on
from its best ever performance at the last WorldSkills competition in Abu Dhabi in 2017.

CULTURE & SOCIETY

Swiss Booth at the Hangzhou International Day 2019
Published by eda.admin.ch, September 1st, 2019
The Hangzhou International Day is a festival to celebrate friendship between countries and a unique opportunity to
deepen the impression and knowledge about other countries all over the world. Country representatives will bring their
culture and people closer to the visitor and encourage visitors to participate in fun activities. This is the first time that
Switzerland is represented at the Hangzhou International Day. Visit the Swiss Booth to learn more about Switzerland.
Hangzhou and the Swiss city of St. Gallen are both rich in textile history. Parts of last year’s successful exhibition about
lace will be shown at the Swiss Booth. That exhibition was a collaboration between the Hangzhou Textile Library and St.
Gallen Textile Museum.

GENERAL INTEREST
“Guggenmusik” in Shanghai!
Published by eda.admin.ch, September 1st, 2019
“Guggenmusik" is a typical Swiss wind music with a strong rhythmic background and also unfamiliar tones.
“Guggenmusik” is intended to exorcise the winter spirits. During the "Fasnacht" (in the months of January and February)
various “Guggenmusik" present themselves at many different carnival events in Switzerland. As it is tradition, the
costumes are designed and sewed by the members themselves. The Guggenmusik-Group “Glunggephoniker” from
Weisslingen wants to impress the Shanghai audience with their loud music and colorful costumes. “Bielbachfäger” from
Ruswil is ready to give the visitors an unique and unforgettable “Guggenmusik” experience.
 
The Kind Stranger
Published by eda.admin.ch, September 1st, 2019
Titled as “The Kind Stranger”, the exhibition aims to reflect and to some degree respond to the new conditions and
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scenarios of contemporary human society driven by the accelerating technological revolution. Over 30 international
artists are exhibited in the show, among which the researcher – Rena Giesecke from ETH Zurich will also present her
work - Wax drawing machine. Public talks and workshops will be arranged during the exhibition. Furthermore, Swiss
Artist Marc Lee’s Exhibition “Non-Places” deals with urbanization and globalization in the digital age. In the synchronized
videos, the user moves through visual worlds posted publicly by others on social networks. In virtual space, this
information is visualized on cubes that rise at different heights to become a skyline. One unspecific place that could be
anywhere in the world. The work deals with how our cities are continuously changing and increasingly resemble one.

INDUSTRIES
ENGINEERING / MANUFACTURING

Bühler and Premier Tech to Form a Strategic Cooperation
Published by buhlergroup.com, August 27th, 2019
Swiss Bühler Group and Premier Tech from Canada, announced the formation of a strategic cooperation for industrial
flexible packaging solutions. Both companies agreed to build a design and manufacturing center in China. “Combining
the portfolio and expertise of Premier Tech and Bühler will enable future packaging solutions which are significantly more
efficient, accurate and food safe by using automation technologies”, says Johannes Wick, CEO of Bühler’s Grains &
Food business. “The two companies are complementing each other in a perfect way with Bühler’s strong footprint and
market position in China and Premier Tech’s recognized know-how in the field of automated packaging technologies,”
says André Noreau, CEO of Premier Tech’s Systems and Automation business.
 
Enrico Magnani was Appointed as New General Manager of Helsinn Pharmaceuticals (Beijing) Co. Ltd.
Published by helsinn.com, July 1st, 2019
On July 1st, 2019, Helsinn promoted Enrico Magnani, PhD, to the role of General Manager of Helsinn Pharmaceuticals
(Beijing) Co. Ltd. Mr. Magnani is based in Helsinn’s Shanghai office. He brings with him 20 years of experience in the
pharmaceutical industry, including nearly 10 years with Helsinn. He was Deputy Head of China Operations in the last
few years and responsible for implementing the commercial entry strategy in China and overseeing the preparation for
Helsinn’s first product launch. After 7.5 years of managing Helsinn’s China operations in Beijing, the former General
Manager, Mr. Hans P. Schmid will take the role as the Chairman of Helsinn Pharmaceuticals (Beijing) Co. Ltd. through
2020/21.
 
BANK / FINANCE / INSURANCE

UBS and Credit Suisse: Little to No Sign of Hong Kong Capital Flight
Published by finews.asia, September 5th, 2019
The two largest private banks in Asia – UBS and Credit Suisse – claim to see little to no capital flight from Hong Kong, in
the midst of unprecedented unrest. “I can say to you that we’re seeing very little panic, that we’re seeing very little
evidence of flight,” said John Woods, Credit Suisse’s APAC chief investment officer in a CNBC report. “It seems at least
both depositors and businesses are not moving money in any meaningful way.” Woods focuses on various signals such
as the unwinding of Hong Kong dollar deposits as indicators of outflows but notes no such behavior being observed.
“There is a lot of talk about perhaps capital flight, but we are not seeing any sign of that,” echoed Tan Min Lan, APAC
head of UBS Global Wealth Management’s chief investment office.
 
UBS in Chinese Tie-Up for Affluent Business
Published by finews.asia, September 3rd, 2019
Swiss giant UBS is working on a foray into the digital Asian banking market. The bank plans to set up a cooperation with
a domestic firm but the tie-up hasn’t yet taken off. China’s gigantic potential is well known and the number of millionaires
in the market reached 3.5 million by the end of 2018. That number will very likely swell substantially in coming years.
UBS established its foothold in the Far East years ago, in the knowledge that the level of wealth is growing more rapidly
than in other markets. The next new bid however is aimed at the affluent part of society, ie the well-off middle class. To
reach out to this vast sector of society, UBS has decided to team up with a local competitor, state-owned Qianhai
Financial Holdings, which is based in Shenzhen, according to a report in Swiss Sunday paper «Sonntagszeitung».

HOSPITALITY / TOURISM / RETAILS

The Big Winners from the That's 2019 Hospitality Awards
Published by thatsmags.com, September 4th, 2019
On August 29th, before an audience of 160 distinguished hospitality industry guests, Urbanatomy – HK Focus Media
successfully held its 3rd annual That’s Hospitality Awards at The Peninsula Beijing. Launched in 2017 at the W Shanghai
on the Bund, the That’s Hospitality Awards celebrates the very best of China’s diverse and world-class hospitality
industry. During this year’s month-long voting period, over 1,000,000 votes from around China were cast across 33
categories. During the awards ceremony, the management team presented a total of 115 awards to these winners. The
Peninsula Beijing, Rosewood Beijing and Waldorf Astoria Beijing are among the winners of the “Luxury Hotel of the
Year”. The “Art Hotel of the Year” awarded to NUO Hotel Beijing and The Opposite House.
 
Milk powder for teenagers: Nestlé China banks on growth from emerging category with new launch
Published by foodnavigator-asia.com, September 3rd, 2019
Nestlé China has identified milk powder for teenagers as a new growth area and has launched a related series of new
products to capture the market. Under the brand “Nestlé AiSiPei”, the firm has unveiled three new products – including
two milk powder, and one oatmeal – aimed at the young children and adolescent nutrition market in late August. The
launch of “Nestlé AiSiPei” is also an upgrade from the previous “Nespray Student Nutrition” portfolio. The upgraded
version has added nutrients such as DHA, vitamin C, D, calcium, and zinc into the formula. Henry He, associate
marketing director of the Nestlé Dairy Business Unit, said: “In general, when it comes to the number of student
consumers and their frequency of consumption, the market penetration of milk powder is lower than that of liquid milk.”
He pointed out that this particular category was growing faster than expected. As such, many firms are now trying to
catch up with the trend by devoting more R&D resources to this area.
 
Hilton Expands Presence in Northeast China, Eyes Growth
Published by nasdaq.com, September 3rd, 2019
Hilton Worldwide Holdings Inc. continues to expand its footprint in China. To this end, the company has announced the
expansion of Conrad Hotels & Resorts with the opening of Conrad Shenyang in Northeast China. The hotel is situated at
the heart of the historic city that was home to the birth of the Qing Dynasty. Notably, this 315-roomed hotel marks the
brand's second property in China within a month. Conrad Shenyang is owned by Hang Lung Properties and managed by
Hilton. The company is confident about the success of this hotel as it offers the city's largest guest rooms with stylish and
modern design, advanced dining concepts and uninterrupted views. Qian Jin, area president for Greater China and
Mongolia, Hilton, stated that "We are seeing promising momentum in the revitalization and development of Shenyang's
business environment as well as its influence on surrounding areas".

LEGAL / TAX / CONSULTING / SERVICES
 
China Legal Briefing
Published by wenfei.com, August 16th, 2019
The new legal briefing is released by Wenfei Law, which focused on the “Provisions on Equity Administration of
Securities Companies, “Commercial Bank Equity Custody Measures”, “China Announces 11 New Measures for Further
Opening of Financial Industry
Reform Plan for Accelerating the Improvement of the Market Player Exit System.”
 
China Legal Report
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Published by wenfei.com, September 1st, 2019
On June 30th 2019, the PRC National Development and Reform Commission and the Ministry of Commerce jointly
released the Special Administrative Measures (Negative List) for Foreign Investment Access (2019 Edition) (“2019
National List”), the Special Administrative Measures (Negative List) for Foreign Investment Access in Pilot Free Trade
Zones (2019 Edition) (“2019 FTZ List”) and the Industry Catalogue on Encouraged Foreign Investment (2019 Edition)
(“2019 Encouraged Catalogue”), all of which will come into force on July 30, 2019. Both the 2019 National List and the
2019 FTZ List cut short the lists of the 2018 editions, while categories encouraging foreign investments are newly added
or amended in various industries in the 2019 Encouraged Catalogue compared to the Industry Guidelines Catalogue on
Foreign Investment (Revision 2017) and the Catalogue of Priority Industries for Foreign Investment in Central and
Western China (Revision 2017).
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