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BILATERAL RELATIONS
Virtual Pitching Competition with 20 Swiss Startups Puts Innovation Center Stage
Published by acrofan.com, May 14th, 2020
Following Switzerland's record-performance at CES ASIA 2019 winning 6 CES Innovation Awards, SwissTech will be
taking the stage again in Asia this June 10th – virtually! SwissTech Pitchinar 2020 is to be joined by 20 leading Swiss
startups in the fields of HealthTech, IoT, Robotics, Artificial Intelligence, AR/VR, Vehicle Technology and beyond. This
first-ever online pitching competition with 20 SwissTech startups is certainly poised to take the recognition of Swiss
excellence in tech and innovation to the next level. The pitching competition will feature 90-second pitches from each of
the startups, providing them with a platform to spotlight their products and services with prospective investors, partners
and industry experts, to form game-changing partnerships and facilitate their market entry ambitions in the world's
fastest-growing innovation ecosystem. Swiss Ambassador to China Bernardino Regazzoni expressed his pleasure at the
enthusiasm shown by these talented Swiss entrepreneurs to explore the Chinese market. "Backed by strong institutional
partners, the SwissTech Pitchinar showcases 20 outstanding startups, demonstrating Switzerland's leading position as a
hotbed for technology and innovation. For Swiss startups, China is a key market to explore. The 70th Anniversary of
Sino-Swiss Diplomatic Relations well illustrates the strong bond between the two countries."
 
China Seeks to Ease Medical Goods Shipment Delays with New Rule
Published by chinaeconomicreview.com, April 27th, 2020
China offered a new route for producers of medical goods to obtain export approval, a move that could help ease recent
shipment delays of face masks, test kits and other critical medical equipment to fight coronavirus to the US and other
countries, reported the Wall Street Journal. Makers of medical gear in China that met the national standards of their
foreign buyer can apply for export approval through an industry association, Chinese authorities said. This would allow
manufacturers to bypass an earlier rule that required exporters to obtain a certification from Chinese medical-product
regulators. The policy, introduced on March 31st to boost quality control of Chinese medical-supplies exports, led to a
significant shipment bottleneck in items including masks, ventilators, surgical gowns and testing reagents, essential for
medical workers world-wide to fight the coronavirus pandemic. China’s export rules weren’t meant to restrict exports of
items required to fight the pandemic, but to help improve quality control of those products, said Li Xingqian, a director at
the Ministry of Commerce. More than a billion masks were exported on April 24th, almost five times the number of masks
that left the country on March 31st, he said.

BUSINESS NEWS 
Swiss Tire Recycling Firm TRS Signs MoU on Joint China Project
Published by european-rubber-journal.com, May 18th, 2020
Switzerland’s Tyre Recycling Solutions (TRS) signed a memorandum of understanding on May 11th with China’s Star
Smith Metal Products for the construction of a new end-of-life tire recycling plant. The facility will be located in
Zaozhuang, Shandong province, where Star Smith is headquartered, and will involve a USD 30 million (EUR 28 million)
investment. The unit is designed to recover 60 kilotons of high-performance rubber powder annually from scrap tires. The
two parties will set up joint venture Star TRS for the new project, which will employ TRS’ water pulse process to produce
rubber powder under its trademark TyreXol. “We haven’t been able to sit down with TRS due to the [Covid-19] pandemic.
Neither have we decided on more details such as the time for groundbreaking,” Star Smith told ERJ. TRS was founded
in 2013 and has commercialized the use of recycled rubber powder in an array of applications such as in automotive,
footwear and 3D printing with its in-housing compounding technology. Star Smith, also known as SDS, is a leading
Chinese glued steel fiber makers with 60 kilotons annual capacity. SDS expects to use steel chords recovered from
scrap tires in its existing business, the company told ERJ.
 
Dozens of Big Businesses Sign Up for Import Expo
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, May 15th, 2020
Global enterprises are showing strong interest in seizing opportunities at the third China International Import Expo, or
CIIE, which is to run from November 5th -10th in Shanghai, despite the outbreak of COVID-19. The CIIE Bureau, one of
the organizers of the event, released a second participant list to domestic buyers in early April. Of the 125 enterprises on
the list, nearly one-sixth are first-time participants, which include some heavyweight players in their industries. Also, one-
third are Fortune Global 500 companies. According to the CIIE Bureau, there are newcomers in all six sections of the
CIIE, namely trade in services, automobiles, consumer goods, intelligent and information technology, healthcare and
food products. This year, Swiss luxury brands holding company Richemont will make its debut at the annual gathering.
The group added its name to the 2020 event during an online signing ceremony on April 16th. Richemont, owner of
several of the world's leading luxury companies, said it will bring 13 high-end brands of jewelry, watches, writing
instruments and fashion accessories, including Cartier, Van Cleef & Arpels, Piaget and Vacheron Constantin, to its 500-
square-meter exhibition area.
 
Collaboration Between Uni-Bio Science Group and Swiss Company Ypsomed to Jointly Develop 2nd Generation
Diabetes and Osteoporosis Products
Published by businessinsider.sg, May 5th, 2020
A fully integrated biopharmaceutical company — Uni-Bio Science Group Limited is pleased to announce that its wholly-
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owned subsidiary Beijing GeneTech Pharm (Beijing BKJ) reached a partnership with Swiss company Ypsomed, to co-
develop an innovative pre-filled injection pen for Uni-Bio’s pipeline products. According to the agreement, Ypsomed’s
YpsoPen® drug delivery platform will be developed for Beijing BKJ’s glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) agonist (“Uni-E4”)
and parathyroid hormone (PTH) analogue (“Uni-PTH”), which are two new biologic products indicated for the treatment of
diabetes and osteoporosis, respectively. Thereafter, Beijing BKJ will be responsible for further clinical trial development
and will share YpsoPen® related clinical trial information with Ypsomed. YpsoPen® is already an approved product with
the Chinese NMPA, and widely used with insulin-related products from PRC’s largest insulin producers. Considering 30%
share of diabetes market uses domestic made insulin in PRC, YpsoPen® is extremely reliable and highly recognized by
Chinese patients and doctors. The group will be the first company in China to launch GLP-1 and PTH product with
YpsoPen®. Both products require long-term administration, and therefore the integration with YpsoPen® will provide
patients with a safer long-term self-care solution.
 
Luxury Watchmakers Realize it is Time for Change
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, April 30th, 2020
These are strange days and unusual times. It is fair to say that it is not usual for Chinese consumers to see products
valued over a million yuan (USD 141,100) sold through a livestream broadcast. But then, up until a few months ago,
social distancing was a strange concept. As one of the world's most established trade fairs for high-end luxury watches,
the Salon International de la Haute Horlogerie, or SIHH, in Geneva, Switzerland, was considered an "exclusive"
occasion, only accessible to top-tier retailers, professionals and celebrities. Its organizer, the Fondation de la Haute
Horlogerie in Switzerland, claimed what it described as "the biggest change in its history" by inviting the wider public to
venues throughout Geneva for the 30th edition of the salon. It was supposed to have been held from Saturday to
Wednesday under a new name "Watches & Wonders". Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the inaugural "Watches &
Wonders Geneva" was canceled, at least in its physical form, but soon it reached an even wider audience through an
online plan B. FHH cooperated with Tmall, one of China's major online shopping platforms, to launch "exhibitions on
cloud" throughout the originally scheduled timeframe of "Watches&Wonders. Livestreaming broadcasts and other
interactive online shopping channels were used to showcase the wristwatches, involving about 100 new and classic
versions from nine major international brands, including Cartier, IWC, Panerai, and Vacheron Constantin.
 
10 Million Masks and Emergency Room Equipment for Swiss Hospitals Flown from Shanghai
Published by swisscenters.org, April 23rd, 2020
On April 12th and 21st, two repurposed SWISS passenger airplanes, an Airbus A340 and a Boeing 777, landed in Zurich
and Geneva and brought much needed medical masks and emergency room equipment from China. In early May, a third
flight is planned to bring more goods. “With these three flights, we transport over 12 million medical masks of the types
IIR and II, emergency room equipment as well as gowns and gloves for hospitals in Switzerland. We work on continuing
to transport medical supplies on weekly basis in collaboration with SWISS,” reports Nicolas Musy, Delegate of the Board
of Swiss Centers in China (SCC), a non-profit organization that lowers the market entry barriers into Asia for Swiss
companies. The SWISS planes were specifically prepared to transport the important goods. Mr. Lorenzo Stoll, Head of
Western Switzerland at SWISS: “In the Boeing 777, where usually 340 passengers travel, 215m³ of material was stored
in the cargo hold, the passenger cabin and in the overhead luggage space. It was the first SWISS cargo flight from
Shanghai to Geneva.”

CULTURE & SOCIETY
Nonprofit So Wing a Literal Seed for Children
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, May 7th, 2020
With schools closed, no playing with friends allowed and parents working at home amid the COVID-19 pandemic, many
youngsters around the world have a lot of questions about what's going on. To help them better understand and cope
with the situation, as well as learn about the people on the front line fighting against the virus, a website called Life Tree
Books (www.lifetreebooks.org.cn) was launched on April 2nd－International Children's Book Day－offering free access
to quality children's books. "We hope that the platform can answer children's questions about the disease and help them
become lifetime readers and learners," says Zhang Mingzhou, the project's initiator and president of the International
Board on Books for Young People. Established in 1953 in Switzerland, IBBY is a nonprofit organization committed to
bringing books and children together. With its secretariat in Basel, it is known for inaugurating the Hans Christian
Andersen Awards, the world's highest recognition for children's literature creators, IBBY-Asahi Reading Promotion Award
and IBBY-iRead Outstanding Reading Promoter Awards. IBBY is also known as the organizer of the International
Children's Book Day and the International children's literature journal, Bookbird. Elected in September 2018, Zhang is
the first Chinese person to chair the organization.
 
The Chinese National Flag Was Projected on the Matterhorn
Published by Consulate General of Switzerland in Shanghai, April 20th, 2020
The Chinese national flag was projected at 2 am, on April 19th (Swiss time)/ 8 am, April 19th (Beijing time) on the
Matterhorn. Since March 24th, Switzerland's most famous mountain, the Matterhorn, located in Zermatt, has been
beaming out messages during the Coronavirus pandemic. This artwork is made by the world-famous Swiss light artist,
Gerry Hofstetter.  “The population of China had to suffer greatly, now it is on the road to recovery. We send our best
wishes - especially to Lijiang, the Chinese sister city of Zermatt. For years we have maintained a cultural exchange and
look forward to the times when we can visit each other again.” Light is hope! With the light projection, Zermatt wants to
give people a sign of hope and solidarity in these difficult times. The village shows solidarity with all the people who are
currently suffering and is grateful to all those who are helping to overcome the crisis.

GENERAL INTEREST
Top 10 Countries by Patent Applications
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, April 30th, 2020
China became the world leader in international patent filings last year, surpassing the United States which held the top
spot for more than four decades, the United Nations patent agency said. The World Intellectual Property Organization,
which oversees a system for countries to share recognition of patents, released its annual report for 2019 in Geneva,
showing a record 265,800 international patent applications were filed last year, up 5.2% from 2018. In the main category
of WIPO's system of registering international patents - the Patent Cooperation Treaty, or PTC — China topped the
ranking for the first time with 58,990 applications, unseating the United States, who filed 57,840 applications and had
been the biggest user since the PTC system took effect in 1978. Asia-based applications accounted for 52.4% of all
applications, with Japan ranking third, followed by Germany and South Korea, while files coming from Europe and North
America accounted for less than a quarter of the total each. The Switzerland is ranked 8th with 4,610 patent applications.
 
The Ten Leading Countries in Natural-Sciences Research
Published by nature.com, April 29th, 2020
In the Nature Index 2020 Annual Tables, the United States’ Share is 20,152.48, which represents a 4.2% decrease in
adjusted output from the previous year. China’s Share, on the other hand, jumped from 11,372.26 to 13,566.11 over the
same period, a 15.4% increase. China is the second strongest and the fastest-rising country in the Nature Index 2020
Annual Tables. Although chemistry accounts for more than 50% of China’s output in the Nature Index, the physical
sciences are also a major strength. The country’s top performing institutions across all natural-sciences disciplines are
the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing, the University of Science and Technology of China in Hefei, Peking
University in Beijing, Tsinghua University in Beijing, and Nanjing University in Nanjing, all of which fall within the top 25
of global institutions in the Nature Index. In the 2020 Annual Tables, China topped the rankings in chemistry. For a
nation of just 8.4 million people, Switzerland’s high-quality research output is impressive. In the Nature Index 2020
Annual Tables, it is the seventh fastest rising country in the world. The Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich
(ETH Zurich) and the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne (EPFL) are the nation’s top-performing institutions
in the Nature Index. Switzerland is also home to F. Hoffmann-La Roche and Novartis International, both based in Basel,
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which are the top performing corporate institutions in the Nature Index for biomedical sciences.

INDUSTRIES
ENGINEERING / MANUFACTURING
 
China Approves Novartis' Multiple Sclerosis Treatment Mayzent
Published by reuters.com, May 9th, 2020
Chinese regulators have approved Novartis’ Mayzent to treat relapsing multiple sclerosis in adults, the Swiss drug maker
said in a statement. Other drugs approved by China’s National Medical Products Administration to treat MS include
Novartis’ Gilenya, Bayer’s Betaferon and Sanofi’s Aubagio. China has an estimated 30,000 patients with MS.
 
AI Nurse Set to Transform Standards of Care for Heart Failure Patients in China
Published by novartis.com, April 30th, 2020
A fast-paced Novartis joint development project with one of the world’s largest technology companies has created an
innovative, AI-enabled digital nurse to support heart failure patients in China. Co-developed with China’s internet
multinational Tencent, together with leading Chinese medical organizations, AI Nurse launched on April 30th and will
serve as a patient needs-led intelligent platform supporting patients, physicians and nurses to better manage heart
disease. This program is the first of its kind in China to build up a digital chronic disease management model together
with hospital and physician visits, which makes it possible for heart failure patients to do more self-monitoring and
management. The aim is to provide a caring, convenient assistant, accessible 24/7, to improve users’ capacity in self-
initiating healthcare actions. Overall, the goal is to reduce re-hospitalization and improve other outcomes in a country
where heart disease is on the increase.
 
BANK / FINANCE / INSURANCE

Digital Banking: Swiss Financial Giant UBS has Applied for a Virtual Bank License in Mainland China
Published by crowdfundinsider.com, May 10th, 2020
Switzerland-based UBS Group AG, a global investment bank and financial services firm with around USD 1 trillion in
assets, recently confirmed that it is planning to launch a digital banking platform that would reduce operational costs and
stimulate growth. However, UBS said its plan depends on whether or not it can secure a digital bank license in mainland
China. Edmund Koh, head of UBS’ Asia-Pacific division, says China’s framework digital banking guidelines should be
available by June or July of this year. As reported by the SCMP, Koh is hoping that UBS’ virtual bank application (for a
countrywide, majority-owned digital bank license) will be approved or at least move forward in some way. If UBS’
application is successful, then it will be joining Chinese tech giant Tencent Holdings’ and Alibaba Group Holding’s
banking units in offering cost-effective digital financial services throughout China. Koh, who is planning to incubate the
initiative in China and then launch globally, remarked “We need scale, and I’m going to get that scale for UBS, working
together with the Chinese authorities.” Private banking has been a highly profitable sector of the financial services
industry; however, cost-to-income ratios continue to remain relatively high (around 70-80%) as well.
 
Swiss Re COVID-19 Survey Illustrates Financial Anxiety across Asia Pacific
Published by reinsurancene.ws, April 29th, 2020
A quarter of respondents to a consumer survey conducted by global reinsurer Swiss Re across four major Asia Pacific
markets are worried about how they will come out of the COVID-19 pandemic financially. 27% of respondents are
“anxious” and “overwhelmed” about their finances while around 40% in all markets surveyed said they were “stretched
but coping.” Swiss Re found that respondents preferred speed, simplicity and fulfilment over financial savings when it
comes to insurance policies. Among those who reviewed their policies, half discovered unknown benefits, some of which
could help during COVID-19. The ability of an insurer to process policies and claims online was found to be a top priority
while processing policies online from start to finish was a top consideration for selecting an insurer. “From the survey, we
can see that there is a priority to keep insurance policies in times of extreme stress like COVID-19,“said Russell
Higginbotham, CEO of Swiss Re Asia. “We have also learnt that consumers value service and access most highly.
Chinese insurance companies seem to stand out as an example for the rest to follow, especially in how they engage their
customers.”
 
Fan Yang Joins UBS Investment Bank
Published by reuters.com, April 23rd, 2020
UBS has hired Chinese banker Fan Yang to be its chair of global banking for Asia, according to an internal memo of the
Swiss bank. Yang, who joined UBS from China Merchants Securities International where she was chief executive officer
since 2013, started her role in early May and continued to be based in Hong Kong, the memo said. She reports to David
Chin, the bank’s head of investment banking, Asia Pacific and China country head, said a person familiar with the matter
who declined to be identified as he was not authorized to speak to the media. Prior to her last role, Yang worked at Bank
of China International from 2007 to 2013.

HOSPITALITY / TOURISM / RETAILS

Nestlé Invests USD 103 Million in Chinese Facilities
Published by foodprocessing.com, May 20th, 2020
Nestlé SA announced USD 103 million of investments to increase the company’s Chinese capacity for pet food, plant-
based products and confectionery. All are in the Tianjin Economic-Technological Development Area (TEDA). With pet
ownership on the rise in China, this includes a significant capacity expansion of Nestlé’s existing pet food plant in Tianjin.
New production lines will offer pet owners products in categories including Veterinary Diet and Wet Cat Food. The
investment will also see Nestlé’s first production facility in Asia for plant-based products. In addition, there will be new
investment for the confectionery business with an upgrade of the line of Nestlé Chengzhen Wafer, producing a popular
flagship wafer product launched in 2019. Nestlé will also further develop its Tianjin Nestlé Quality Assurance Center.

Foreign Diplomats Experience Reopening of Beijing's Water Town
Published by cgtn.com, May 11th, 2020
It's a chance to finally get out of the city and to see things gradually getting back to normal. The diplomats' visit comes
just as northern Beijing's Gubei Water Town makes a new debut after closing down during the COVID-19 outbreak. The
scenic spot invited several diplomats to its reopening ceremony over the weekend, including Consul General of the
Embassy of Switzerland in China Christian Gobet, Consul General of the Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in China
Marija Haramija and World Health Organization representative Dr. Robert Kezaala. "It's been a difficult period of time for
a lot of industries, especially tourism. So for them to reopen now, I think that the public is obviously thrilled," said Noah
Fraser, managing director of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Beijing. "The recovery in Beijing is doing quite well.
Slowly but surely, it's going back to normal," said Gobet. Gubei Water Town is located about 150 kilometers away from
central Beijing. It's modeled on southern China's famous water town of Wuzhen with rivers running through it and
traditional Chinese-style architecture.
 
Nestlé Launches Personalized Healthy Drink Series
Published by chinadaily.com.cn, April 29th, 2020
World-leading food and beverage giant Nestlé on Tuesday launched NESQINO – a series of healthy drinks made from
100 percent natural ingredients to tap into the health-food market and attract health-conscious consumers. The product
has been developed by Nestlé Dairy Research & Development in less than 18 months, emphasizing healthy and
balanced ingredients and aiming to differentiate itself from diet meal replacements. Its target consumers are aged 25-35
and interested in healthy lifestyles. Chinese consumers have shown a rising interest in health and well-being since the
emergence of the COVID-19 epidemic, said Jason Yu, general manager of Kantar Worldpanel China. This offers more
market potential for products related to health and well-being, he said. Rashid Qureshi, chairman and CEO of Nestlé
China, said: "Chinese consumers have rigorous requirements for their health, and they are increasingly looking for
solutions for their individual health needs. In response, Nestlé has brought together its global R&D resources and
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creative nutritionists to develop NESQINO, a smart and simple solution for making personalized healthy and tasty
drinks."
 
LEGAL / TAX / CONSULTING / SERVICES

Beyond COVID-19: Five Key Strategic Priorities for a Post-Crisis World
Published by pwccn.com, May 8th, 2020
With the effectiveness of the epidemic prevention and control, and as our government begin tentatively easing
restrictions, insurers’ strategic focus is turning to what the competitive landscape will look like in the aftermath, what the
new reality means for their business and how to come out in front. The first is operational: how to prepare your
organization for the return to work in this ‘new normal.’ Although this will be a new and difficult challenge, it should be
resolvable in the near term. The other, and in many ways trickier, is to determine what the mid- to long-term implications
of the crisis are and how should you respond strategically. Several related questions are emerging within boardroom
discussions and strategic planning sessions. For insurance leaders, focusing on five key priorities will help your
organizations to be stronger and more resilient in the post-crisis world.
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