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BILATERAL RELATIONS
Ambassador de Dardel Bids Farewell to Beijing
Published by weaver.ch, February 26th 2019
Dr. Jean-Jacques de Dardel, Switzerland’s Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China, Mongolia and the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), bid farewell to his counterparts, partners and colleagues at his Beijing residence on
February 22nd. His departure in early March follows five years of ambassadorship in the capital. Taking office in March
2014, Ambassador de Dardel led the Embassy of Switzerland in China, Switzerland’s largest embassy in the world, and
oversaw four consulates general and two cooperation offices. He presided over a series of milestones in the bilateral
relations between Switzerland and China, Mongolia and the DPRK. Ambassador de Dardel will be succeeded by
Ambassador Bernardino Regazzoni on March 11th.
 
The Opening of Chinese Visa Application Service Center in Bern and Zurich
Published by visaforchina.org, February 21st 2019
The Chinese Visa Application Centres were open in Bern and Zurich in February. As of February 15th 2019 in Bern, and
February 19th 2019 in Zurich, all applicants holding ordinary passports for Chinese visas are requested to apply at the
Chinese Visa Application Service Center. The Center charges visa fees, express processing fees on behalf of the the
Chinese Embassy and Chinese Consulate in Zurich. Additionally, the Center also charge visa service fees. Service fees
are 118.50 Swiss franc for regular service, CHF 215.40 for express service, CHF 280.00 for urgent service, CHF 215.40
for passport post back service (Tax Inclusive). Holders of diplomatic or service passports, or those applying for
diplomatic, courtesy, service visas or for Hong Kong/Macao visas/entry-permits are requested to apply directly at the
Consular and Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the Chinese Embassy in Switzerland or the Consular office of the
Chinese Consulate in Zurich as usual. They will continue to handle applications for notarization, legalization, Chinese
passports, and travel documents.

BUSINESS NEWS 
Luxury Brands and the Red Envelope
Published by hautehorlogerie.org, February 21st 2019
2018 ended on a high note for Swiss watch exports, with reported growth in Asian markets such as Hong Kong
(+19.1%), China (+11.7%) and South Korea (+25.7%). Set to rule the luxury spend in 2025, according to a Bain & Co
study, all eyes are on Asia. For brands, this means capitalizing on cultural festivities and their traditions, such as the
Lunar New Year. We look at how luxury and watch brands tapped into the tradition of giving red envelopes to celebrate
the Year of the Pig on social networks, and whether it brought them good fortune. “China can make or break a brand,”
said Chinese blogger Peter Xu during last month’s Salon International de la Haute Horlogerie. “[Brands must] target
language to the audience they want to reach, as well as familiarize themselves with and respect the local culture.”
Beyond adapting themselves to the Asian consumer, brands also need to stay relevant in their eyes, particularly as Asia
is on its way to becoming the dominant culture and the biggest market for Fine Watchmaking.
 
China's HNA Could Sell All or Part of SR Technics
Published by independent.ie, February 21st 2019
HNA Group, the embattled Chinese conglomerate, is exploring options for Swiss aircraft-maintenance firm SR Technics
including a potential sale, people familiar with the matter said. HNA is working with an adviser on the potential disposal,
the people said. HNA's 80pc stake in SR Technics could be valued at USD 700 million to USD 1 billion. Last year, HNA
sold a USD 2 billion minority stake in Irish-headquartered aircraft lessor Avolon Holdings to Japan's Orix Corp. The
Avolon stake was held via HNA's investment in Bohai Leasing. Though HNA began its selling spree with sales of
property and other peripheral businesses, the Chinese conglomerate has started unloading assets close to its core
aviation operations as it seeks to trim debt. SR Technics has three offices in Ireland, although its main business here was
taken over by Conor McCarthy's Dublin Aerospace following the closure of the SR Technics business at Dublin airport in
2009.
 
Switzerland’s Trade Activity Bounced Back in January
Published by actionforex.com, February 19th 2019
After a disappointing end to 2018, Swiss external trade started the year on a solid footing with exports rising 1.1% m/m
(nominal, seasonally adjusted) to CHF 18.9 billion, thanks to a bounce back in demand from Asian countries (+9.3%
m/m). Imports increased 3.4% to CHF 17.5 billion. The trade surplus printed at CHF 1.4 billion. In real terms, exports
climbed 0.8% m/m, while imports were up 4.8%, the largest increase since July 2016 (+8.6% m/m). Exports to the
European Union contracted 1.3% m/m, while those to North America (US and Canada) decreased 3.2%. Overall, Swiss
trade activity has continued to improve despite a strong Swiss franc. Exports kept expanding throughout 2018.
Nevertheless, the trade surplus has continued to narrow due to the faster increase in imports. Switzerland’s trade activity
has become more volatile over the last six months as trade tensions took centre stage. In addition, Switzerland is
exporting more and more to China (10% of total exports compared to less than 3% a decade ago) and to the US (12%
compared to 8% a decade ago). By comparison, the share of exports that goes to countries from the European Union
has never recovered from the Swiss franc appreciation following the GFC. Indeed, before the crisis more than 55% of
total exports went to the EU, today it is less than 40%. Switzerland will have no choice but to develop good trade
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relationships with more and more countries, especially as the economy of its main trade partner is slowing down.
 
Chinese Customer Praises Studer on Quality, Presents Award
Published by machinery.co.uk, February 19th 2019
Every two years, the Shuanghuan Company presents awards such as ‘Punctual Delivery’, ‘Innovation’ or ‘Best Steel
Producer’. Fritz Studer AG received the award, because of the following attributes: Studer products are characterised by
high stability, a low error rate and significant improvements in efficiency. The handling of delivery, training and technical
support are particularly excellent, and the frequency of faults during working time is extremely low, and this has been
acknowledged at all levels of Shuanghuan. "This award is a great honour for Studer and motivates us in our efforts to
create a real competitive advantage for our customers with innovative products that meet the highest quality
requirements," said Rolf Grossenbacher, overseas sales manager at Fritz Studer AG (pictured). The Shuanghuan
Company in China employs several thousand people. It offers innovative solutions worldwide for mechanical gear
systems. The company manufactures reduction gears for robots, vehicle transmissions and gears for trains, among other
things, on the high precision cylindrical grinding machines from Swiss firm Studer. There are 45 Studer machines in the
halls at the Shuanghuan Company, with Studer having delivered several new machines in 2018.

CULTURE & SOCIETY
Design Switzerland: Between Creativity, Functionality and Beauty
Published by prohelvetia.cn, February 25th 2019
Jewellery, clock and watch, Art Basel, these keywords associated with Swiss design have overwhelming PR impacts on
a global scale. People unfamiliar with the current scene of Swiss design might instinctively assume that it relies on fine
craftsmanship and aims at the high-end market, hence distances itself from the trend of times. This is far from the real
picture. For the second year, Pro Helvetia Shanghai, Swiss Arts Council is introducing three Swiss design studios to the
Shenzhen Creative Week, one of the most successful commercial fairs in China’s furniture and interior design industry.
The Design Switzerland booth presents the works of Swiss local brand schoenstaub as well as of Swiss designer/ group
Dimitri Bähler, Egli Studio and Matthieu Girel. These studios have claimed prestigious awards such as the Swiss Design
Award and Design Preis Schweiz, and were selected by Pro Helvetia to exhibit in 2018 at Milano Fuorisaloneor at
London designjunction. Works created by this young generation of designers at their 30s present a lively picture of Swiss
contemporary design. By introducing to Chinese manufacturers, investors, and brand managers during side events,
these Swiss designers embrace a unique opportunity to discover China’s creative industry and gain visibility.

GENERAL INTEREST
Sophie de Quay & the WaveGuards Dare the Impossibles
Published by prohelvetia.cn, February 27th 2019
Sophie de Quay & the WaveGuards consider Mark Twain’s quotation as their motto. For two years, they have indeed
performed more than 100 concerts throughout the world: Switzerland, France, Belgium, Romania, Spain, Lebanon, New
York.  And soon, they will be playing in China and around South-East Asia for the first time. Thanks to their audacity,
sensitivity, enthusiasm, spontaneity and openness on the world, Sophie, Simon and Tim manage to convert every new
encounter and every new experience into a simple and moving story. They are not alone in this venture. Pascal
Auberson, their godfather and mentor, “experiments” their music with them. Patrick Bruel, who has been following
Sophie since the beginning of her musical career, recently invited her to join him on stage for a duet during the Caribana
Festival. Lionel Capouillez, the biggest sound engineer of French-speaking music productions (Stromae, Patrick Bruel,
Big Flo et Oli, Maître Gims), sublimates the trio’s music. And last but not least, their faithful fan club follows them on their
every move.

INDUSTRIES
ENGINEERING / MANUFACTURING

Swiss Elevator Maker Schindler Posts In-Line 2018 Profit as Demand Grows
Published by reuters.com, February 14th 2019
Swiss elevator and escalator maker Schindler said on Thursday its full-year net profit rose 14% to CHF 1.01 billion (USD
1.00 billion), citing a slight rise in demand for new installations around the globe, with a modest increase in China.
Schindler was able to grow despite material costs and wage inflation, continued pricing pressure, and the return of
foreign exchange headwinds, the company said. Analysts had expected net profit of CHF 1.00 billion on average,
according to a Reuters poll. Orders for 2018 rose 6.2% to CHF 11.67 billion, beating the poll average of CHF 11.58
billion. For fiscal year 2019, Schindler expects to continue growing faster than the market, with revenue seen up between
4% and 6% in local currencies.
 
ABB Supports BP and 66 IFuel Establish BP’s Pilot DC Fast Charging Station in China
Published by voltimum.co.uk, February 12th 2019
BP has launched its pilot DC fast charging station for electric vehicles (EV) in China, jointly established and operated by
BP and 66 iFuel, opened in Jiading District, Shanghai. ABB provided 10 Terra 63Z DC fast chargers for this pilot project. 
The cooperation with 66 iFuel on this pilot represents BP’s entry into China’s EV charging infrastructure market and
follows its acquisition of Chargemaster, the operator of the UK’s largest EV charging network, in June 2018.  66 iFuel is
an EV fast charging service provider with a commitment to user experience and operational efficiency, launched by
Shenzhen Jiama Energy Technology Co., Ltd. At present, its charging network focuses on the Yangtze River Delta and
the Pearl River Delta. The company is committed to providing EV users with reliable, convenient and speedy modern
energy services while making unremitting efforts to promote the use of new energy, the improvement of energy efficiency
and the development of modern livable cities. So far, 66 iFuel has established 40 charging stations in China. The 10
Terra 63Z DC fast chargers provided by ABB are part of ABB Ability, the company’s unified, cross-industry digital
offering.
 
BANK / FINANCE / INSURANCE

Credit Suisse Reshuffles Executive Board
Published by reuters.com, February 26th 2019
Credit Suisse Chief Executive Tidjane Thiam made Lara Warner group chief risk officer in a reshuffle of the Swiss bank’s
executive board that comes after three years of restructuring. Warner replaces Jo Oechslin, who is to take a new newly
created senior advisor post for risk management while leaving the executive board. Warner previously held roles
including chief financial officer for the investment banking division. Credit Suisse also said Lydie Hudson, an 11-year
Credit Suisse employee, was appointed chief compliance officer, while Antoinette Poschung, who joined the bank in
2008, will become global human resources head, replacing Peter Goerke. Goerke, a longtime Thiam ally who also joined
Credit Suisse from insurer Prudential Plc in 2015, will leave the executive board but take on a new role as senior advisor
for new projects, with a focus on Asia and China. Both Hudson and Poschung join the executive board, Credit Suisse
said.
 
HOSPITALITY / TOURISM / RETAILS

Nestlé to Highlight Kitkat’s Potential in China with TFWA Hainan Sponsorship
Published by dfnionline.com, February 20th 2019
Nestlé International Travel Retail (NITR) will be sponsoring the second day’s coffee break at Tax Free World Association
(TFWA) China’s Century Conference taking place in Hainan, from March 5th – 7th. The sponsorship allows NITR to
showcase popular products from its key strategic brand KitKat, which the company believes has significant potential with
the Chinese consumer and Millennials in particular. Conference delegates will be able to enjoy KitKat during the coffee
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break session on the morning of March 7th with the product continually available all the way through to lunchtime. NITR
General Manager Stewart Dryburgh said: “We’re delighted to be supporting TFWA China’s Century Conference this
year. Chinese travellers are extremely important to us and NITR is committed to investing in impactful instore promotions
and engaging activations within global travel retail to attract this fast-growing consumer group. Conferences such as this
are vital in helping us to understand the most efficient and effective way to do that, whilst also giving us the opportunity to
showcase our most iconic brand.” He added: “Since it was first launched in 1935, KitKat has gone through many
changes to keep it relevant and modern, but one thing that has not changed is its association with the perfect break
moment.”
 
Chinese Actor Deng Lun is the New Face of Bally
Published by eonline.com, February 19th 2019
Swiss luxury leather brand Bally has announced Chinese actor Deng Lun as its first-ever Asia Pacific Brand Ambassador
for 2019. This is the first international fashion campaign for the 27-year-old, who starred as the lead in Ashes of Love in
2018, a hit fantasy TV drama in China that propelled him to fame. "I think Bally's brand essence is a match with me. I like
high quality but simple style, not overly fancy elements." said Deng in a statement. "The most important thing is that I like
leather products, and Bally's leather products and designs are fantastic." For his debut campaign, the stylish star
lounges around in Bally's spring/summer 2019 campaign alongside Australian model Charlee Fraser, donning the
brand's relaxed ready-to-wear collection and carrying their leather bags. "We are delighted to welcome Deng Lun to the
Bally team as our first male Asia Pacific brand ambassador," said Frédéric de Narp, Bally Group CEO. "We have been
keeping an eye on his career over the past few years, and with his refined skill and impeccable image, we couldn't think
of anyone better suited to being the face of Bally in one of the world's most dynamic and important market places."

LEGAL / TAX / CONSULTING / SERVICES
 
China Remains the Most Attractive Market for Swiss Exporters
Published by s-ge.com, February 28th 2019
The Asian country is once again the top export market this year, as the ranking by Switzerland Global Enterprise in
cooperation with the KOF Swiss Economic Institute at the ETH Zurich shows. Joining China on the winners’ podium are
the USA and Germany, who retain second and third place respectively. Alberto Silini, Head of Consultancy at Switzerland
Global Enterprise, maintains: “These three countries are already among the most important target countries for Swiss
exporters. The ranking of the top export markets in 2019 underscores their attractiveness and great potential for Swiss
companies.” Nevertheless, he advises not rushing into these countries and preparing thoroughly: “It is essential to carry
out a rigorous market and competition analysis, and also to familiarize oneself with cultural particularities. This is obvious
in culturally distant countries such as China – in the USA or Europe, on the other hand, this challenge is often
underestimated. We support Swiss and Liechtenstein SMEs in this process and help them to successfully master and
expand their market entry throughout the world.”
 
Discover Swiss Collision-Resistant Drones for Inaccessible Places
Published by swissnexchina.org, February 22nd 2019
On February 21st, swissnex China organized a networking-event focused on Swiss safe drones in Shanghai. Including
scientists, investors and experts from local drone industry, 50 registered guests came and joined the event. We invited
Xiaolin Briod-Wang, General Manager of Greater China at Swiss startup & EPFL spin-off Flyability to give us the speech
about its drone ELIOS, which is the world’s first collision-tolerant Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. The speech was followed by
networking session with Swiss-style refreshments. During the event, Xiaolin presented Flyability and introduced it’s safe
drone - ELIOS - for industrial inspection where it avoids sending people in dangerous and confined spaces for the
inspection of energy, oil & gas or transport infrastructure. ELIOS is also active in search & rescue and security to assess
emergency situations without putting humans at risk.
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