
How to benefit from Sino-Swiss FTA 



Get to know us better 
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Local focus with global orientation 

Transshipment of >40 million tons p.a. of 

bulk cargo at inland ports and sea ports   

Over 500 business centres  

in more than 40 countries 

Daily more than 7,000 trucks   

Special solutions, e.g. hospital logistics, 

recycling systems, document archiving   



Rhenus World 
40+ Countries    500+ Locations.  
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Austria 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

China 

Czech Republic 

Estonia 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Hong Kong 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Ireland 

Italy 

Kazakhstan 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

 

 

Network of agents in all other countries 

Malaysia 

Netherlands 

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

Russia 

Singapore 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 

Ukraine 

United Kingdom 

Uzbekistan 

Vietnam 



Sino-Swiss FTA and preferential duties 
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The Sino-Swiss FTA has entered into force since July 1st, 2014.  

 

Switzerland 
- applies zero duties on 99.7% of Chinese products immediately 

- Will benefit 99.99% Chinese products 

 

China  
- exempts duties on 84.2% Swiss products eventually 

- Benefits 96.5% Swiss products 

 

Main sectors 
Textile, clothing, automotive, metal 

 



The Sino-Swiss FTA, like any FTA, requires certificate of origin and direct 

transport. The Chinese customs offices’ practices on this have created 

difficulties for Swiss exporters in the past. 

 

From the beginning of 2016, the Chinese customs administration has changed 

its documentation requirements for consignments sent to China from 

European ports and/or via HK or Macao. 

Current situation 
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Air freight 

Shipper has to provide: 

- Original commercial invoice with accurate serial number 

- Packing list and contract 

- Optional (mandatory without serial number): Movement certificate with 

HS code, flight/vessel details, cargo details identical to original commercial 

invoice, packing list and B/L.  

Forwarder has to provide: 

- Transit flight certificate 

 

to prove that the cargo has not been processed during the transportation 

when using indirect flight 

 

not necessary if using Swissair’s direct flight 

General procedure to enjoy preferential duty rate 
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Ocean freight 

Shipper has to provide: 

- Original commercial invoice with accurate serial number 

- Packing list and contract 

- Optional (mandatory without serial number): Movement certificate with 

HS code, flight/vessel details, cargo details identical to original commercial 

invoice, packing list and B/L.  

Forwarder has to provide: 

- Non manipulation certificate 

 

forwarder has to obtain this certificate in the transit port 

 

strictly required by Chinese customs offices 

General procedure to enjoy preferential duty rate 
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The customs checks these documents: 

 

- Power of attorney for customs clearance 

- Power of attorney for inspection 

- Packing list 

- Commercial invoice 

Customs clearance 
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At the moment, the chance to be inspected for imported alimentary 

products is 100%, with or without the application to the FTA. 

 

All boxes will be opened and the sanitary certificate must be presented. 

 

The CIQ (China Inspection and Quarantine) officers will take samples 

and then release the cargo, but the shipper has to wait for the issue of 

inspection and quarantine certificate to sell the products. 

About food industry 
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Rhenus Logistics Shanghai 

 

Tel: +86 21 6330 8590 

 
Raul Cui (general inquiries) 

ext. 2822 

raul.cui@cn.rhenus.com 

 

Rhenus Logistics Switzerland 

 
Beat Zehnder 

Tel: +41 58 856 94 20 

beat.zehnder@ch.rhenus.com 

Lydia Xiang (customs and CIQ) 

ext. 2606 

lydia.xiang@cn.rhenus.com 
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