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ittingly, Switzerland and China will commemorate 60 years
Fof diplomatic relations this year, which makes this World
Exhibition uniquely significant to the relationship of the two
nations. It is therefore no surprise that the Swiss Pavilion was the
first national pavilion to showcase its exhibits to the public. During
the roof-topping ceremony, where the key attraction of the Swiss
Pavilion, the chair lift, was revealed, the Commissioner General
of the Swiss Pavilion and former Swiss Ambassador to China, Mr
Uli Sigg, proclaimed that the Chinese name of the Swiss exhibition

area translated to “Nature’s Playground.”

Balance between Humanity and Nature
Being a fusion of nature and technology, the Swiss Pavilion directly

focuses on the sub-theme of the Expo 2010, that of ‘rural & urban
interaction”. For many years, Switzerland has realized that rural
and urban environments are both correlative and autonomous.
Consequently, it has been continuously striving to discover new
sustainable solutions that not only protect its natural habitat, but
also augment the quality of life in urban areas. The premise of the
Swiss pavilion works in a similar manner, as the two cylinders that
compose it, aim to elucidate the much needed balance between

humanity and nature.

Quality of Life in Urban Areas

The first cylinder embodies the urban area, which accommodates
the four themes of air quality, sustainable construction, water
quality and public transport. Here, Switzerland's various success
stories in bridging the gap between nature and technology are
displayed prominently through various 3D screens. At a later
stage, visitors have the opportunity to listen to 12 Swiss people that
discuss their personal visions and outlooks on the subject, thereby
indicating that a sustainable future also depends on a proactive

society that cares to shapeit.

Furthermore, Switzerland Tourism partnered with Holcim to create
the IMAX film entitled “The Alps’ that shows that the pervasiveness
of the infamous Swiss mountains also represents a cruel and
challenging environment for its inhabitants, further emphasizing on

the equilibrium needed between rural and urban factors.

After the conclusion of the exhibition, visitors have the opportunity
to enter the second cylinder, symbolizing the rural vicinity, and
experience a true ‘rural-urban interaction™ The chair-lift. The
4 minute ride that circles around the pavilion exemplifies how
nature & technology can coexist in a responsible manner, while the
visitors can enjoy the relaxing and beautiful landscape that brings

their journey, as well as the ideal of balance, full circle.

www.swisspavilion.ch
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