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“The World on Visi

to Shanghai”

Siegfried Zhigiang Wu is also counting on Switzerland
to contribute to the Expo theme

Interview, Fabian Gull

Siegfried Zhigiang Wu, as the
Professor of architecture and urban
planning at Tongji University and
China's Chief Planner of the Expo
2010 in Shanghai - what activities are
you focusing on?

It's all kind of preparation work for such
a huge event. | am giving ideas and
advices the different nations. Helping
them to fit best into our concept — that's
one part of my work. From the Shanghai
side, as the organizer there are also
many facilities and buildings that need
to be designed and constructed such as
the performance center, and of course
- the theme pavilions. So | am currently
spending a lot of time having intense
conversations with different architects.

What's the impact for China?

Well, together with the Olympic Games,
this is the most important event in
China, and an opportunity to put a signal
towards a more open society and world.
The most important is that the Chinese
people shall get to know the world better.
This exposition brings together different
ideas and creative inputs from all over the
world. And as you know, not all Chinese
have the possibility to travel. Thus the
Expo 2010 is of such big importance,
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because the world is kind of visiting
Shanghai. And we hope that many
Chinese visitors will take advantage of
this unique possibility and | also believe
that the intercultural exchange between
Chinese and foreigner will benefit.

We also want to push eco friendly
technologies and make it visible to the
public what can be done today to create
better cities and better lives. Energy
efficient architecture for example, is not
just the topic of the various expositions,
but we also apply the newest technology
for the expo buildings in order to reduce
the energy consumption. And | also
count on Switzerland's innovation power
to contribute to this theme and let other
benefit from their experiences!

What's the expected percentage of
Chinese visitors?

Based on the experience gained at
previous World Expositions, especially
the one in Aichi (Japan), we are
expecting about 10% visitors from
abroad. In Aichi they only had 5% foreign
visitors so the 10% we expect is a quite
ambitious percentage.

What's the Chinese pavilion going to
be like? Is it going to be the biggest
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pavilion?

No, it won't be the biggest. But, still
quite impressive focusing on traditional
Chinese wisdom and its impact on the
urban planning of cities.

In your eyes, what will be the high-
lights?

Unfortunately | can't say too much about
that. But | can assure you that we are all
working very hard on creating a festival
of highlights! In three to six months we
will announce some of the ideas.

Is Shanghai ready?

In terms of accommodation | don't
see any problems in the medium and
upper price segment. In general | think
Shanghai shouldn't invest only with
regard to the Expo but with a more
sustainable and long term approach.
| also hope that it will boost family
hotels and small affordable pensions,
a segment which is underdeveloped in
Shanghai.

Regarding traffic, we further need to
invest in infrastructure. The subway
for example, in order to create more
incentives to use the public transportation
system to reduce traffic problems.
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