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Swiss Community Nursery School Reconstruction Project in Longxing Town, Chongzhou
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Groundbreaking, May 20, 2009
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The ‘Longxing Nursery School is a project sponsored by the Swiss Business Community_in- China under leadership of
Swisscham and-under patronage of the Embassy of Switzerland in China. It is realized for Chongzhou_Education Bu-
reau in Longxing Town and integrated in the effort to help Sichuan_ province to rebuild schools after the May 2008 earth-
guake. The Concept Design by the Swiss architecture office Virtuarch in Shanghai is focusing on a learning environ-
ment suitable for children of kindergarten age, providing several inside and outside spaces for playing. With an area of
6,500 square meters, the school can host over 250 students and will be suitable and accessible for disabled children too.
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Swiss Community Nursery School Reconstruction Project in Longxing Town, Chongzhou
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Architecture Design Concept
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Satellite picture of Longxing Town with the kiRdergarten project.
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The arrangements of the classroom buildings refer to the pattern of habitation in rural areas and small towns in Si-
chuan as well as in Switzerland. The Goal of the design concept for the project is to blend into the current envi-
ronment, while being strong enough to mark its place also during the phase of development Longxing town will
make during the years to come. By using fast growing bamboo as plants and as construction material for the corri-

dors, the project implements environmental-friendly techniques and therefore creates sustainable school buildings.
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The entrance of Longxing Nursery school is located on the new road north to the plot and is marked by
ble-storey administration building. This building hosts the guardroom, the morning check and first aid rooms,

and links the generous covered space at the entrance with the activity area and a spacious music room.
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Swiss Community Nursery School Reconstruction Project in Longxing Town, Chongzhou
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Site Plan Layout 1:1000
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In order to create a feeling of learning and exploring by walking inside the school, Virtuarch has used dragon-shaped cov-
ered corridors to link all buildings as well as to separate the long plot into different spaces. The corridors are inspired
by traditional Chinese garden design. By following the red or the blue dragon corridor, children will be led to their class-
room and will easily recognize it as each classroom building has a different colour and a different animal painted on it.
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Swiss Community Nursery School Reconstruction Project in Longxing Town, Chongzhou
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Donors and Project partners
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B A / INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS / DONORS: Gustav ERNE
Alain ROY Evi FORGO
Chris NORUP Martin TEMPUS
Christian and Yaling GUERTLER Hans-Peter WILLI
Christine ZIMMERLI Zhengang TONG
EEREY STEERING COMMITTEE
IR FE EJ ( BHKEBN ) Mr. Felix SUTTER Co-Chairman  (PWC)
WX EE EJ (RER) Mr. Stephan TITZE Co-Chairman  (SYNGENTA)
BUSSINGERZ 4 £5 ( BRIREREH ) Mr. Paul BUSSINGER Member (OERLIKON)
GUERTLE% 4% £/ (EHEIH%E) Mr. Christian GUERTLER Member (DULWICH)
BRETEE £/ (EEERNIZIT) Mr. Daniel HEUSSER Member (VIRTUARCH)
BBREH%E £Q (L KRMEE) Mr. Christoph LANG Member (SWISS EMBASSY)
REILLY %4 £/ ( HBRLIRE) Mr. Matthew REILLY Member (ZURICH)
BHEmWZ i8R (FEwRTES-LE) Ms. Liv Minder Coordination  (SWISSCHAM SH)
&R PROJECT PARTNERS

gt WHTBEERFRITEN (L) ARAF Concept Design : VIRTUARCH, Shanghai
ZARIZIT Evi Forgo, 7%+ Avrtist : EVI FORGO, Zurich
piahd EBEMR IR Design Institute : SIDRI, Shanghai
mMEEE HErEREMNRITENA (Lf) BRAR Project Management : VIRTUARCH,Shanghai
HEIEE FIEFRFEHED Construction Management  : Sponsored by SYNGENTA
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