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Summary: 
Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech. She said: 
“Since the establishment of our diplomatic relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties 
between China and Switzerland have grown steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast 
development path and led to the result that by now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s 
primary trading partner in Asia,” said Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation. “I am absolutely 
convinced that the Sino-Swiss economic relations will prosper further and thereby create even more 
potential for mutually beneficial cooperation”.  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China.  
 
“Since the establishment of our diplomatic relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties 
between China and Switzerland have grown steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast 
development path and led to the result that by now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s 
primary trading partner in Asia,” said Mrs. Doris Leuthard. “I am absolutely convinced that the Sino-Swiss 
economic relations will prosper further and thereby create even more potential for mutually beneficial 
cooperation”. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing to celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of Sino-Swiss bilateral relations. More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in 
workshops hosted by representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops 
centred on machinery, life sciences, finance, and clean technologies. 
 
Furthermore, a few cooperation agreements and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from 
China and Switzerland.  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened in Beijing on August 14. China and Switzerland agreed to 
start the free trade agreement (FTA) as soon as possible after the FTA feasibility study has concluded 
successfully. Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, revealed that the talks are 
expected to start in early 2011. She added that the FTA will help improve the bilateral cooperation in a range 
of fields and lay a best foundation for bilateral trade investments. 
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Summary: 
China and Switzerland will start FTA talks in early 2011, said Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, at the press conference of the first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum held on August 14. She said 
Switzerland has signed FTAs with 25 countries and the average trade growth is about 10% after each FTA is 
concluded.  
Mr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China, reiterated at the Forum that China 
will continue improvingits investment environment for foreign investors. 



         

Headline:  China, Switzerland agree to start the Free Trade Area talks in early 2011 

Publication:  Shanghai Business News Circulation:  N/A 

Date:  August 16, 2010 City:  Shanghai 

Page:  Global 
http://data.winfo.com.cn/fenlei/detail1.asp?id=4518039 

Size:  N/A  

Journalist(s):  Feng DI Fang 

Summary: 
China and Switzerland will start FTA talks in early 2011, said Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, at the press conference of the first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum held on August 14. She said 
Switzerland has signed FTAs with 25 countries and the average trade growth is about 10% after each FTA is 
concluded. 
In the first half of this year, bilateral trade between China and Switzerland jumped 127 percent compared to 
the same time last year. 
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Summary: 
China and Switzerland will start FTA talks in early 2011, said Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, at the press conference of the first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum held on August 14. She said 
Switzerland has signed FTAs with 25 countries and the average trade growth is about 10% after each FTA is 
concluded.  
Mr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China, said at the Forum that bilateral 
trade between China and Switzerland has increased by 27 times since China’s reform and opening up. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened in Beijing recently. “Since the establishment of our diplomatic 
relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties between China and Switzerland have grown 
steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast development path and led to the result that by 
now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s primary trading partner in Asia,” Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, said at the forum. “I am absolutely convinced that the 
Sino-Swiss economic relations will prosper further and thereby create even more potential for mutually 
beneficial cooperation”. 
Swiss investment in China has totaled USD 3.5 billion and Chinese direct non-finance investment in 
Switzerland has exceeded USD 50 million as of June, 2010. 
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Summary: 
The Chinese Government is making great efforts to boost imports and will continuto provide a good investment 
environment for all foreign investors, Mr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China, 
said at the first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum in Beijing on August 14, 2010.  
Mr. Chen Deming also said China will actively cooperate in the establishment of the Sino-Swiss Free Trade 
Area with Switzerland.  
China and Switzerland on August 13 agreed to start the free trade agreement (FTA) talks as soon as possible 
after the FTA feasibility study had concluded successfully. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies. 



         



         



         

Headline:  Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opens in Beijing 

Publication:  www.gmw.cn Circulation:  N/A 

Date:  August 15, 2010 City:  National 

Page:  News 
http://www.gmw.cn/01gmrb/2010-08/15/content_1215104.htm 

Size:  N/A  

Journalist(s):  Reprint 

Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum, organized by the Embassy of Switzerland in China and the Swiss 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Beijing in association with the Swiss Business Hub and Cleantech 
Switzerland, opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14. Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation�ÈMr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China�Èas well as 
approximately 300 high-level business people and officials attended the forum.  
 
Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech. She said: 
“Since the establishment of our diplomatic relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties 
between China and Switzerland have grown steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast 
development path and led to the result that by now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s 
primary trading partner in Asia,” said Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation. “I am absolutely 
convinced that the Sino-Swiss economic relations will prosper further and thereby create even more 
potential for mutually beneficial cooperation”.  
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Summary: 
China and Switzerland will start FTA talks in early 2011, said Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, at the press conference of the first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum held on August 14. She said 
Switzerland has signed FTAs with 25 countries and the average trade growth is about 10% after each FTA is 
concluded.  
Mr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China, said at the Forum that the Chinese 
Government and the Swiss Government will make great efforts together to accelerate estabishment of the 
Sino-Swiss FTA. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing to celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of Sino-Swiss bilateral relations. More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in 
workshops hosted by representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops 
centred on machinery, life sciences, finance, and clean technologies.  

 
Furthermore, a few cooperation agreements and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from 
China and Switzerland.  
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Summary: 
China and Switzerland will start FTA talks in early 2011, said Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, at the press conference of the first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum held on August 14. She said 
Switzerland has signed FTAs with 25 countries and the average trade growth is about 10% after each FTA is 
concluded.  
Mr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China, reiterated at the Forum that China 
will continue improvingits investment environment for foreign investors. 
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Summary: 
China and Switzerland will start FTA talks in early 2011, said Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, at the press conference of the first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum held on August 14. She said 
Switzerland has signed FTAs with 25 countries and the average trade growth is about 10% after each FTA is 
concluded. 
In the first half of this year, bilateral trade between China and Switzerland jumped 127 percent compared to 
the same time last year. 
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Summary: 
Mr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China, said at the first Sino-Swiss 
Economic Forum in Beijing on August 14 that Swiss investment in China has totaled USD 3.5 billion and 
Chinese direct non-finance investment in Switzerland has exceeded USD 50 million as of June, 2010.  
“Since the establishment of our diplomatic relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties 

between China and Switzerland have grown steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast 
development path and led to the result that by now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s 
primary trading partner in Asia,” said Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, at the forum. “I 
am absolutely convinced that the Sino-Swiss economic relations will prosper further and thereby create 
even more potential for mutually beneficial cooperation”. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened in Beijing recently. “Since the establishment of our diplomatic 
relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties between China and Switzerland have grown 
steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast development path and led to the result that by 
now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s primary trading partner in Asia,” Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, said at the forum. “I am absolutely convinced that the 
Sino-Swiss economic relations will prosper further and thereby create even more potential for mutually 
beneficial cooperation”. 
Swiss investment in China has totaled USD 3.5 billion and Chinese direct non-finance investment in 
Switzerland has exceeded USD 50 million as of June, 2010. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies.  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies..  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies..  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies..  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies..  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China..  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mrs. Doris 
Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. Chen Deming, 
Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. They also witnessed a few cooperation agreements 
and MOU were signed at the forum between enterprises from China and Switzerland. 
 
More than 250 high-level business people and officials who participated in workshops hosted by 
representatives from various industry leaders. Topics covered in the workshops centred on machinery, life 
sciences, finance, and clean technologies. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14, 2010. Mr. Chen 
Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China opened the Forum with a speech. 
 
China and Switzerland have agreed to start free trade agreement (FTA) talks. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum, organized by the Embassy of Switzerland in China and the Swiss 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Beijing in association with the Swiss Business Hub and Cleantech 
Switzerland, opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14. The Forum celebrates 60 years of 
diplomatic relations between Switzerland and China, in addition to providing a platform for discussions on 
current topics between Swiss and Chinese business leaders and officials. 
Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. 
Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. 
The forum was also attended by approximately 300 high-level business people and officials who participated 
in workshops hosted by re. presentatives from various industry leaders 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum, organized by the Embassy of Switzerland in China and the Swiss 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Beijing in association with the Swiss Business Hub and Cleantech 
Switzerland, opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14. The Forum celebrates 60 years of 
diplomatic relations between Switzerland and China, in addition to providing a platform for discussions on 
current topics between Swiss and Chinese business leaders and officials. 
Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. 
Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. 
The forum was also attended by approximately 300 high-level business people and officials who participated 
in workshops hosted by representatives from various industry leaders. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum, organized by the Embassy of Switzerland in China and the Swiss 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Beijing in association with the Swiss Business Hub and Cleantech 
Switzerland, opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14. Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation�ÈMr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China�Èas well as 
approximately 300 high-level business people and officials attended the forum.  
 
Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech. She said: 
“Since the establishment of our diplomatic relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties 
between China and Switzerland have grown steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast 
development path and led to the result that by now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s 
primary trading partner in Asia,” said Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation. “I am absolutely 
convinced that the Sino-Swiss economic relations will prosper further and thereby create even more 
potential for mutually beneficial cooperation”.  
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum, organized by the Embassy of Switzerland in China and the Swiss 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Beijing in association with the Swiss Business Hub and Cleantech 
Switzerland, opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14. The Forum celebrates 60 years of 
diplomatic relations between Switzerland and China, in addition to providing a platform for discussions on 
current topics between Swiss and Chinese business leaders and officials. 
 
Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech, as was Mr. 
Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China. 
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Summary: 
The first Sino-Swiss Economic Forum, organized by the Embassy of Switzerland in China and the Swiss 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Beijing in association with the Swiss Business Hub and Cleantech 
Switzerland, opened at the Grand Hyatt in Beijing on August 14. Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 
Confederation�ÈMr. Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce of People’s Republic of China�Èas well as 
approximately 300 high-level business people and officials attended the forum.  
 
Mrs. Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation, opened the Forum with a speech. She said: 
“Since the establishment of our diplomatic relations 60 years ago, the political, economic and cultural ties 
between China and Switzerland have grown steadily. The economic relations have followed China’s fast 
development path and led to the result that by now, China, including Hong-Kong, has become Switzerland’s 
primary trading partner in Asia,” said Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation. “I am absolutely 
convinced that the Sino-Swiss economic relations will prosper further and thereby create even more 
potential for mutually beneficial cooperation”.  



         


